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of good Buntes be prevail' with, 
quitting their immoderate Diver- 


| ons (which yield no Comfort up- 


on a Review) to enquire as Cloſe- 
ly as you have done into Matters 
of Religion, being open to Light, 
and earneſtly defirous of t! the 
erful In fluences of Divine C Gd) 


(which we all ſo much need in 
.- our fallen State) I am, per ed 


T hings would ſoon put! on a better 


Face among us, and ſerious Piety 
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rence of many of your own Rank 
yet you have the much greater 
Pleaſure of à good, Conſcienee, 
which is a, continual Feaſt,: and 
will help, to ſtand. unmov'd as 2 
Rock, i in as changeable and un- 
certain a World as this, even by 
thoſe Things which to Nature are 


moſt ſhocking and diſheartning, 


May you go on to adorn Re- 
ligion, by your conſtant Atten- 


dance on Divine Worſhip, exem- wo 


plary Family Order, Readineſs to 


do Good, Zeal for Truth and Pu- 8 
rity, Self- denial, and undiſguis d 
Humility; and "find by Experi- 


ence, that Godlineſs is profitable un- 
to all Things, having Promiſe of the 
Life that now is, and of that which 


is to come. 
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The Deviearion. . 


* nes FaT1 


ny! C's moſt heattily ſey"to 
you, Sir, as St. Jobn to Gau for 
whom he had a W Re- 
ſpeft and Honour, 7 wiſh above all 
Things, that you may proſper, and 
be in Health , event as your Sou] profper- 
eth. Devout Addreſſes in order to 
it, to the Fa TMH˙A of Mercies, 
are not wanting, on the Fart 
of 
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| ther we deſerve the Inſalts of ſucks W niter, 
4s the Author of The Invalidity of the 
Diſſenting Miniſtry ? And whether when 
ſuch Perſons as thoſe immediately concern d 
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The PREFACE. 


there be fach eig Occaſion to com- 
mhiſecite_ the B ds ts | 
up in private Academies, 47 be out of ib 
122 er AE EO 
I fo infingete? e "OY 1 


"THE Lerrer thit i Tobjora wh, gives - 
true Account of us, 4s to qur Riſe _— 
and Sentiments, Views, and Hardſhips. 


ws draun Dr eque 
Ingenious Toung German 2 inf op 
the Courſe of his if Travels ſpent ſome Time in 
this Iſund, Convers'd freely, af Opportunity 


er'd, with Perſons of all: Charatters and 


inat ions, and often heard the - 3 
— 


4 by this. be that. 


ters » of with ma Contem 
2 2 and — others 
reigners were ſatisfy 
we wire baſely FATE 
Apprehenſion 7 ſeveral | 
we have not a Few our own Country- 
men, who having ly. taken their No. 
tions of us dar (either through Ig. 
norance or Deſign) miſrepreſented us, may. 
from hence have ſeveral of their Miſtakes. 
rettify d, if they are but willing to be unde? 
ceiv d: And it is the ＋ contributing 
to this, that is the true Reaſon 1 Ws, * 
ng now made r | 
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LEE " Js 
xs are the w — 
ren to Goſpel Ange, with great 
Warmth and Seriovſneſs, and rhey 
I well deſerve to be attended to and 
( confider'd, both by Miniſters, and 
People. It, has been much debs- 
ted, What Sort of Miniſters they 
LEE were ſpoket to. As to which we 
3 may obſerve, that in Verſe 1g. f 
* | Choprer rhey they are deſctibd as, Had T 
[ths Apoſtle ſent for them 12 1 to 
la, that he might have — — of ging 
them this Exhortation. e appre at | 
. Elders were all 3 Biſbops that b 
A B N 
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2 An ORDINATION SERMON. 

Prezbyters under them; and others, that were 

ere Precbyters and Paſtors of particular Flocks, that 

Had none but Jpefiles ind Ebangelif, abovr them ſome 

Yhink,-chey were the Lies of all, che Churches id 

Neighbourhood ; and others, that they were on- 
„or chiefly, the Elurrt of the particu pe Church, 
%%%. But without entring on the Particulars < 
his Debate, or ſtaying to canvaſs the Reaſons that are 

- on each Side 1 thall only dete v to obe- 

ſerve, That the Elders that are here addrefs'd to, were 

ſuch as had the Overſight of the Flock, and of all the 

Flock, and who were made Overſeer; of it ay Holy 

Ghoſt; and who had no more to overſee, than they 

were able to feed, take care of, and account for : 

Which to me mikes it plain, That they wefe ſich 

Ads xiv. Elders as the Apoſtles irn in every Church 5 fuch 

22. St. Poul order d Titus to ordain itt every City Such 

Tit i. 5. Fiders as theſe, does the Apoſtle here freely exhort to 

| 8 their Duty, with the utmoſt Fidelity and 

8 


re. 
HE gives them a double Admonition. 
. 73% HE charges them to tate Heed to themſelves 
| which if the — — do _ Concern and 
| Care, he could have but very little Hope they wou! 
WM take due * Eu thoſe of whom they ne f made 
i ſeers = 8 2 | f 
| : HE alfo recomrhends to them the Care of all 
the Flock . And this latter Admonition, he inforces 
with 4 * 2 my, ar) — bs by 
1 puts them in mind, t were 
Office Overſeers of the Flock, and ſo could ether an- 
38 ner their Name, nor be true to their Truſt, if they 
did not tate Heed ro all the Flock that was under their 


+7 
2. HE recommends it to their Thoughts, That it 
; was the Holy Gheſft that had made t hem Overſerrs of the 
| Flock; and leaves them to inferr, how unfaithful — 
would be to Him that employ'd em, and how mu 
He would reſent it, if they did not tele Heed to thoſe 
whom He had committed ro their Overſight, 
3. HE intimates to them, That the Flock to which 
they were to take Heed, was the Church of God: made 
up of Perfons whom the Bleſſed GO D had ga- 
ther'd to Himſelf out of a finful apoſtate World, to 
ake them Partakers of his ſpecial Favours, in the 
ay of the Goſpel. And, 


4. HE 


| 1 


— 


Ko 


Church, to which they were to take Heed, and of which 


the Holy Obe, Himſelf had made them Overſeers, was | 


bas i by God, i, e by Him that was God as well ag 
Man, with bis own Blood : And ſo he infinuates, That 
fince GOD Himſelf diſcover'd — 2 Value for his 
— — light of it 

ir Neglect of ic, to | it, 
deſpis'd — undervalu'd it. 0 0rd 

THESE are ell of them very moving Thoughts, 

tho hardly ca of being confder'd diſtinctly in a 
ſingle Diſcourſe. I ſhall there fore ſatisfy myſelf with 
en 99 > ve ho repreſent the Obligation which all 
Goſpel Mini 
and to all the Flock, from their being Overſeers or Bi- 
Hops of ir, (for ſo the Word 'E7/9xz:Ts, might and 
Hould be. render'd) and wade ſuch 7 the Holy _ 
And even this will appear more than ſuſſicient for ti 
Limj's 1 am confin'd to, by that time 1 have gone 
over theſe Six Propofirions, that here very naturally 
offer themſelves to our Conſideration. ' Yar 4197 


I. THAT the Flock of Chriſt needs Of. 


II. THAT none have a real Right to be Overſters 6 
the Flok of Chriſt, but tho that ws meg ack 


II. THAT they whom the Holy Ghot moles Oven 
| ſeerrof the Flock, are true and proper BM, * 


IW. THAT they whom tht Holy Ghoſt has moſt evi. 
dently made Overſcers of the Flock, need to be admo- 
niſh'd of their Duty, and ſtirr d up to put it in 
practiſe. ö „ 

V. THAT it is the indiſpenſable of thoſe 
whom the Holy Ghoſt has made Overſeers of i Flock, 
to take Heed to themſelver, And, ine? nf 


VI. Lofy, THAT it is alſo their plain Duty to 
tate Heed to al the Het without Exception. 5 


THESE Points I ſhall go ſeverally over in the 
Order in which I have propos d them. ans 
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4. HE farther ſignifies to em, That this Fleck; this 
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rs are under, to tale Heed unta themſehuer, 
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Ivy united to Chriſt by Faith and Love, would 


I. Proj, T HE Flock of Chriſt needs Qverſeers. He 
indeed that has purchas d it, has the Overſight of it, 
and abſolutely ſpeaking, cannot be ſaid to be ty d to 
the Uſe of inferior InſpeQors ; And yet finding both 
in Nature and in Grace, that G0 D has all along 
thought fir to uſe Inſtruments under Himſelf, it little 
becomes us to pretend they are-needleſs,. We arg 
not to imagine the Flock would ceaſe to be, or ceaſe 
20 be Chris's Flock, and under his Care, if it had not 
Overſeers pick d out from among themſelves, to rake 
Heed to it: And yet we may ſafely ſay, it would in 
that Caſe, as Circumſtances ſtand, labour under great 
Diſadvantages, to what it does according to the pr =P 
ſont Settlement. The Flock does not ſo need ack 
Overſeers, as they are towhoſe Care the Holy Ghoſt 
has ordinarily committed it, as that any that are tru- 


nn, 4 1 


not be- 
Joog to his Flock, or be Members of his Body, 17 they 
were not under their Overſight, when they could not 
have it, and knew not how to obtain their Help, 
That ie a Suppoſition would carry the Neceſſity much 
too far; and farther in my Apprehenſion than could be 


224 In ſuch 2 Caſe, we may very well conclud 
hat Chri 


ha & himſelf would rake Care of ſuch as belong 

o his Flock, and the bleſſed Spirit would ſupply the 
Place of interior Overſeers, by his own immediate A- 
l JnſpeRipn; and Influence : And yet ordinari 
tpeaking,we have Reaſon, enough to ſay, that the Floc 
of Chriſt ſtands in ſuch Need of the Overſeers, which 
the Holy Ghoſt bas provided, as that it would beg 
much expos'd without them. Ria 
CHRIST Himſelf muſt be own'd the Chief Sbep- 


Pet. v. 4 herd, as his Apoſtle has expreſly ſtyl'd Him. He pei- 


ther can nor will be wanting to his lock. Whatſo- 
zever they want in 2 Shepherd is to be found in Him, 
and that in the utmoſt Perfection; And He is always 
the ſame, and never dies. Without his Warrant none 
have any thing to do with his Flock, and without 
his Bleſſing, no Endeavours of others to rake Heed to 
them. could da them any Service: And yet if Cir- 
cumſtances be conſider'd, there will appear great 
Need of inferior Shepherds, to act in ſubordination 
to Him, by his Commiſſion, and under his Directi- 
on: And were there not ſuch, the Flock would be 


 pabappily expos d. 42 
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Miniſtrations, if they are favour 
ſupplying em with the immediate Influences of hi 
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TIS not the leaſt Reflection on the chief She 
herd, to ſay, that Under-Shepherds are needful in 
their Place. For what they do, He does by them ; 
and what He does by em, He could have done with- 
out em, had He thought good. And yet he I 
thought fit to act by them, and with them, we mu 


| fax they are of great Uſe, conſidering his Perſonal 
an 


ce, in the Upper-World, where his Preſence 


is neceſſaty, to ſecure the great and bleſſed Ends of his 


Mediation. He has indeed promis d to be with his 
Flock te the End of the World; but that is by being 


d with ſuch; or by 


Spirit, without their Help, if it cannor be had. And 
had He ordinarily none to take Care of rhem in his 


Abſence, they'd in a Manner . been left deſtitute; 


ann 


* 


with thoſe that haye the Overſight of them, in their N. 1 


They'd have wretchedly wander'd among Rocks and 


Precipices, and have been in Danger of being ftarv'd 
with Hunger, and devour d by Wolyes. He acts the 
Part of a good and kind Shepherd to them, in prop 
viding 'em with ſuitable Under-Shepherds to feed 
and overſce them. So that theſe Overſeers of the 


Flock, are ſo far from being oppos'd to the Chief 


Shepherd, and the ſuppoſing them needful, is ſo far 
from. charging Him, with Negligence, thar his piving 
'em ſuch, to act under Himſelf in conducting them, 
ins great Inſtance, and Mark, and Fruit, of his Cate 
Ot them. 


NOR is it a breaking in upen Chriſlian Liberty, to 
n to be ordinarily neceffary in the 


riſtian Church. They may diſcharge the Whole 


of their Duty in raking Heed to the Flock, and yet the 


ſeveral Members of it may enjoy all that Liberty that 


our Lord has left them, and the Uſe of which could 


rexlopgbly be ſuppos'd to be either for his Honor, 
or their Benefit, And to deſice any more, would be 


preegalar, and unjuſtifiable. 


E arg not its true under Tutors now, as they were 
under the Law. St. Poul diſclaims it. We are nor 
now treated like Minors, in a rough or authoritative 


Way ; no Rigpr is to be us'd towards us: And yet 
our being under the Care of Over cers, who take Herd 
to all the Flock. under the ſuperior Direction of the 


Great Shepherd, is very conſiſtent with our advanced 
Age, and much every Way for our Advantage. 


OUR 
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OUR Lord Jeſus Chrift vould not have provided 
fuch ©. erfeers, if he had not thought em needful and 
advantageous. He would not have given to his C 


Pater, and Teachers, as well as Apoſtles, Prophers = 


Evangelific, had they not been requiſite, for the pr 
feBing of the Saints, and the edifying his Body, and the 
rowth of his Servants, and the keeping them from 
ing tea d ts and fro, ond carried about with every Wind 
Doctrine, as the Apoſtle in ſo many Words declares. 
And indeed hard! ger Thing is more evident, than 
the Need the Floc GOD ſtands in of ſome to 
overſee it, and rake the Charge of it. T 
order to their being fed, and guarded, and kept 
Order and Regularity. The Flock of Chriſt muſt 
be fed with Knowledge and Underſtanding ; not with 
Tares, but good Wheat; not with Shadows and Ce- 
remonies, but ſubſtantial Truths. It muſt be guarded 
from grievess Wolver, which often enter in, not ſpari 

the Flock The ſeveral Inftitutions alſo which our Lor 

has fix'd for the Benefir of his Church, muſt be ad- 
miniſtred amongſt them as He has order d. And 
if this Work is to be done, there muſt be ſome to do 
it, ſome whoſe proper Work it muſt be to take Care 
of it, or elſe there will be no ſmall Danger of irs be- 
ing left undone ; in as much as we commonly fee, 
that what is every One's Buſineſs, is minded, by no 
One; becauſe no Man thinks himſelf oblig'd co rake 
Care on't, There is a Need of Minifters, as the Apo- 
Mle intimates in the Text, to feed the Church of God, 
and to have the Inſpection ot particular Worſhipping 
Societies ; to prei-rve them from Ignorance and - 
ror. and from being ſeduc'd, by ſuch as often ariſe 
among themſrives ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw away 
the Diſciples aſter chem; and from an almoſt infinite 
number of Diſorders that would be apt to creep in. 
They are needful, to adminiſter divine Offices in an 


need je in 
1. in 


orderly Manner, according to the Rule of the Word; 
and to tranſmir the Goſpel Doctrine and Inſtitutions 


ſafe, to ſucceeding Ages and Generations. They that 
reckon the Miniſterial Office needleſs, not only de- 
ſpiſe our Lord's Kindneſs in fixing it, but diſcover a 
great Inſenſibleneſs of the Wants of the Church, and 
an Unconcernedneis whether or no there be any 
ſuitable Proviſion made for them: And they that 
deſpiſe the Overſeer which Chriſt has provided for his 


Flock, whatever they may imagine, will at laſt be 
found 
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found” to deſpiſe Chrift Himſelf, and be treated c- 
cordingly. - n "hy 7 

IT. Eu NONE have a res! Right to be On fn 
of the Flock of Chriſt,” but thoſe ap made rev 
the Holy Ghoſt. Others may pretend a Right, without 
ever being able to mike it 147 - But where the Holy 
GhoR makes Overſeers, the Right is real, and the 
the 


plain, "Twas He made the Elders fpoken to in 
ext, ſo many Ouerſaer of the Flock, and therefore 
it was their unqueſtionable Duty to ale Heed to it: 
If they had not. rhey had not been true to their Truſt, 
nor faithful in that Office, in which they were fo te- 
Ax fix'd : But I cannot fee how it can be charg'd 
on any One as a Duty to tak Heed to the Flack, no nor 
how it can be excus'd from Sin ro attempt ir, where 
the Holy Ghoft has committed no Overſight. His 
Concern in this Caſe is neceſſary. He acts as our 
bleſſed Saviour's Deputy in his Church, and "tis one 
and 1 main Part of his Office, to provide the Flock 
with Overſeers, and to fir them for that great Work, 4 
incline em to it, inveſt them in their Office, give * 
them an Opportunity for the Exerciſe of it, by incli- 
ning Perſons to ſubmit to them in it, and to aſſiſt and 
ſucceed them in the Whole of their Service, | 
AND this being a Matter of no ſmall Conſe. 
quence, I ſhall here give myſelf Scope diſlinctly to 


1. HO W the Hy Ghoſt made Overſeers of the Flac 
at the firſt $ Bobo Chriſtianicy, 
2. HOW He has done it in the Ages that have 
ſince run our, and does it Rill. 
J. HOW Men may know that the h Ghoſt makes 
them Overſeers of the Flack; and how rs may be 
ſo far ſatisfy'd of this, as rationally ro acquieſce in 
their Overſight, without baving Occaſion to be di- 
ſturb'd with the Clamours of People of difterent Sen- 


timents. | 
WHAT we muſt fay to the miniſterial Acts of 


tuch as are not made Overſeer of the Flock by the Holy 


Ghoſt. And, 
5, THE Inſignificancy of other Things to make 


Men Overſcers of the Flock, if the Agency of the Holy 
Obel, who alone can truly make Men ſuch, is want- 
ng. 


1. THEN 


* 7 
2 


8 
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| i: T HEN, Leeus ſee, how the Holy 
werſeers of the Flock at the firſt ſpreading of 


The publiſhing the Everlaſting Goſpel, 2 
ty t pubſiſhing Chritians | 


-eping up all Ordinances among them, was then ree- 
on d one of the greateſt Works a Man could ingage 
in. The Holy Ghoſt, at that Time openly concern 
Himſelf in this Matter. Men did not go forth to prea 
of their own os, or 8 at the Perſuaſion 
well-meaning Perſons that had 2 goed Opinion 
them, but as ſent of the Holy Ghoſt. Thus we re: þ 
that when certain Prophets and Teacher; that were in t 
Church at Antioch, miniſtred to the Lord, and Jaffe, 1s 
Holy Ghoſt ſaid. Separate unto me Barnabas and Saul, fs 
the Work whereunto I haue called them : and they did ſo: 
And then 'tis added, That they were ſent forth by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. And as to thoſe Elder, of Epheſus, who are 
ſpoken to in my Text, the Holy Ghoſt made them Over; 
gert of the Flock, by his own ſpecial Direction, an 
he Extraordinary Gifts with which he furniſh'd them, 
or we read, that at St. Paul's firſt coming to Epbel 7 
he having laid his Hands upon twelve Men, the ls 


ke Charge of a. number of Profeſſing 


phefied. By thus diſtinguiſhing them, the Holy G 


Ghoſt fell on them, and they ſpake with Tongues, and 5 
71 ho. 
He 


25 it were, ſer them apart for Overſeer; of others. 
this way ſet his Mark upon them, as Perſons whom 


he deſign'd for the ſacred Miniſtry. And therefore, 
among other Gifts which were common in the Pri- 


1 Cor. xi1 


2, Ce. 


mitive Church, ſeveral of which are reckon'd up it 


once by St. Paul, one that he mentions is the-Diſcern- 


ing of Spirit:; by which I 0/78 is meant, not 
only a Capacity of ſatisfaftorily Diſcerning, whether 
Men pretending to the Spirit Hike from God or no? 


But alſo a Judgment to diſcern the Spirits of Men, {6 


as to ſee their Qualifications for the ſacred Miniftry ; 


upon which they were choſen, and fix'd on for thax 


Work and Office. This was very common, at the firſt 


| Riſe of Chriſtianity, We have ſeveral Hints that look 


that Way in the Writings of the New Teſtament. 


Thus Timothy that was made a ſpecial Miniſter, atid 


1 Tim. i. 
12. 
—iv. 4. 


was exceeding ſerviceable in ſpreading of the Goſpel, 
had Prophecies that went before, concerning him ; and is 


. faid, to have had a Gift given him by Prophecy, with the 


laying on of the hands of the Precbytery. From which, 
two Hints, it ſeems plain that 7imothy was ordain'd, 
by the expreſs Appointment of ſome Servants 6f 


G OD who could diſcern Spirits, and were able to 


fore« 


—— 
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deere of Nature, St. Paul and his 
4 .— den 28 of g Timerby to 
d 4s that of an ut, while he 

was young. 
ANDi we'll take the Pai to corifale the Writers 


who fri ſucceeded in che tian Church, after the 

Teflewene was finiſh'd, we may meet with ſeveral 

Pager the me n Thus St. Clement in his 

blo, (which the — Scri» 

Prue xows being — is the moſt ancient Piece 
2 


we have remaining, tells us, That 

about in Countries and Cities, cinſti- 

rugau their Firf. fruit: for Biſhops and Dtacoms over theſe 
who believe, when they had try d them by the Spirit. 
Clement 3 + ſays, that St. Jobs or- 


und beſe ts be of the C that were fignify'd to lin 
e indeed, ieh W oy the Holy 
better ſignify his Mind, chat fuck and ſuch Per- 


uns as He pitch'd upon ſhould'be Overſcers of the 

Flock, than by enabling ſome to diſcern their Fitneſs, 

and conferring on them ſuch extraordinary Gifts; as 

were ſuitable to the extraordinary —* ances they 

were then in; However, ge Naw plainer, chan 
— was 


of rhe Holy | — 
viſible and ge 


icuous. 
2: LET us now ſee what nat Hand: the Holy Ghoſt 
tins fndin making Men Overſeers of the Flock, in the A 
that have ſince run- out; and how He does it 
This extraordinary of his I have been — 
tioninꝑ, did not laſt lon 1 _ 
C nme to be ſettled: — 
Neaſon to imagine, that the bleſſed Spirit COR 
withdrew either his Preſence or Influence, or ceas'd 
to have n Concern for the Church and a Miniſtry in ir. 
But He has from Time to Time, inclin'd ſome to 
the Office of the ſacred Miniſtty, He has qualify'd 
them for it; and call'd them forth to it, and given 
them an Opportunity for the Exerciſe of it, which 
2 much as could be 41. Qed from Him, in or- 
And 


the makin erſters of the Flock. 
thus much doextochis very Dep 


1.HE 


o 
* 


Vid. Cottelirii. Par. Ap Vol. | pag. 17% 
f Euſeb, Rift, Eccleſ. Lib, III. cap. Axiii. 
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love to be expos d to Extremities, 


Jated it in his Word; ) and our of Concern- for the 


ſuch as are under the Guilt of Simon, (which is ſa 
common) can ever return the Anſwer requir d, and 


An ORDINATION- SERMON. 


1. HE has from Time to Time inclin'd'fome to 
the Office of the Miniſtry, to make Choice of it for 
the Buſineſs of their Lives. And when He inchin'd 
Perſons to make choice of this Service, at a Time 
when they might eaſily foreſee they muſt this W 
neceſſarily come to ſtand in the Front of the Batt 
zpainſt Pagan Perſecutors, and be the chief Butts of 
ir Rage and Malice, and run the Hazard of Life, 
and Liberty, and all that could be dear to chem, it 
was a good Sign their Ioclination was owing to His 
Agency and Influence ; fince no Men can. natur 
Afterwards, ut 
muff be own'd, when the Empire came to ſmile up- 
on the Church, and the Miniſtry was the Way to 
Wealth, and Honour, and Power, it is not, it can- 
not be ſurprizing, it ſhould be courted by many out 
of ſecular Ends, and a Number ſhould be for it, to 
whoſe Hearts the Holy Ghoſt had little or na acceſs: 
But where any have been, or are inclin'd to that ſa- 
cred Office out of Love to the Work of it, (and that 
not as Men have model'd it, but 2s GOD bas regu» 


Flock to be overſeen, and an Apprehenſion of being 
likely to bring more — te GOD in this Way, 
than by acting in any ether Capacity; I cannot 

how an Inclination of this Sort can be from any but 
the Holy Ghoſt. At leaſt, this is the avow'd. 
of the Church of England by Law eftablifk'd, ia which, 
at the receiving the firſt of the Three Orders they are 
for, he that officiates, puts this Queſt ien to every Can» 
-didate ; Do you truft that yen are inmardly m by the 
Holy Ghoſt, to take upon you this Office and. 


hey cannot therefore but herein con- 
Tho at the ſame time, with what Face 


very 


/cur with us. 


Aay, Ttruft ſo : And with what Heart the Ordainer 
can ſay to all that offer to Holy Orders indiſerimi- 
nately, as he afterwards does, Riceive the Holy-Ghoſt, is 
hard to ſay. 24 20 amn 2 23 
2. AS the Holy Gboſt has from Time to Time 
inclin d ſome to che Miniſtry, ſo has He fuitably 
qualify'd em for it: And without this, a bare Incli- 
nation would lignify Nothing. Where an Inclinati- 
on this Way has been of his producing, He has firred 


them for what He has inclin'd them to; giving _ 


of Minifiration, is 
DR 
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that Knowledge in divine Things, by s Bleſſing vpon- 
their Endeavours after it, and that Furniture in all 
R that was requiſite to ſit them for the Work 
of this Office, in taking the Overſi be of the Flock cf 


Chriſt, And if the Ska of 


anding. und Knowledge in all — of Wirkmanſbip 
a3 — requiſite for the framing . 
material Tabernacle that was — up for the 5 
Service in the Wilderneſs, waeaſcrib d to the Spi 
of GOD, how much more fit 4s i it, that any 
ments of Mind that help to qualify Perſons anche ws 
Goſpel Miniſters, and in that Capacity to rear up liv- 
Lr Fes ples to the Ever. living G0 D, ſhould be af. 
crib'd — ſame Spirit, who! we may be aſſur d hes 
a much greater Concern in ——— Caſe, than He 
had in the former. And I ſee not why we ſhould 
ſcruple ſaying, He makes Perſons Overſeers of the 
Flock, — He qualifies them with ſuch Gifts as 
render them ſit for the Work of the Office, which is 
a plain He'd han of his Mind, that laying other 
Cares — 2. have them Ouerſurtef the Flock, which 
He h nd em to, and fitted them for. © 
. AS "the Holy Sten has from one Time 20 en. 
ther inclin'd ſome Perſons to the Office of the Mini- 
ſtry, and qualify'd em ſor it, fo has He alfo calf'd 
9 — ie. This He has done by giving them 
Opportunity for a ſolemn Inveſtiture in Ordination, 
wha! their Commiſſion has been deliver d to em, up- 
on their declar'd Readineſs to accept ſuch an Office, 
and the Truſt which it implies and carries in it, up- 
on the Terms laid down in the Word of GOD. This 
Ordination is what in ſeveral Ages, according to diffe- 
rent Schemes, there has been 2 Div 
about. Some have reckon'd it to be much like an inſer- 
ting the Names of ſuch and ſuch particular Perſons in 
the Lift cr Regiſter of publick Officers: Others look 
on it to be a ſolemn Inveſtiture in the Office; u — 
Proof given of a Concurrence of all the Qualific 
tions that are neceſſary to fir Men. for it: While 0. 
thers have apprehended it to amount to no more than 
a publick Declaration made by the Ordainers of their 
Satisfaſtion, in the Quali ſications end as to the'Firuely 
of the Parties concern d for what they underteke - 
and ſo. they have 1 it Som. rye be done at a Vi- 
ſtance, as well as ni T5 


and by 
well as by Word of Now, or y wy the Uſe of 1 


— —— 


when they were. furniſhd with Wſden and Under xxxi. 3, 6. 


iverſity of Sentiments 


1 

: ; 
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1 
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Matthew, 
XXVUI. 28, 
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; 4 
ſition of Hands, or any other outward and viſible 
Sign · This, join d with ſerious and hearty Prayers 
for a Bleſſing from Heaven, is all that they can allow 
to Ordination. Without giving myſelf leave to enter 
at all upon the Reaſons that are alledg'd on one Side 
or t other in this Debate, I think the Holy Ghoſt may 
without any Impropriety, be ſaid to make Perſons 
Overſeers or Miniſters of the Flock of Chriſt; when 
He direfts and influences the Minds of others that 
have been and are faithful in the ſame Office, to ſuch 
an Approbation of thoſe that offer as idates, as 
that they readily admit them into the ſame Office with 
themſelves, and tho' they not-to give Power, 
(which muſt come from Him to whom of ener is gi- 
ven, in Heaven and in Earth) yet declare them Mini- 
ſters, and do all that in them lies to re their La- 
bours Acceptance, which is one Thing that is unque- 
ſtionably neceſſary to their Succeſs. But then it ſhould 


: 
4. THE Holy Gboſt 
ther, not only -inclin'd Perſons to the Miniſterial Of- 
fice, and qualify'd them for it, and calVd them fortia 
to it, but given them an Opportunity for the Exer- 
ciſing it, by inclining ſame to make choice of them, 
and commit themſelves to their Paſtoral Conduct, ſind- 
ing they needed their Help. I am not inſenſible how 
light this has been made of by ſome ; but I muſt crave 
leave to differ from them. For I muſt cenfeſs, when 
a Number of ſerious Perſons, that have the Concerns 
85 _ — at — — and wy 13 a Paſtor, 
* apply t ves to in „ beg - 
wag He would dire& them in the Choice of a — 
qual y'd and ſuitabls Perſon to have the Overſight of 
them, and afterwards with Unanimity fix on fuch a 
Perſon to watch for their Souls; this ro me bids as' 
fair for coming from. the Influence of the Holy Ghoſt, 
(ſuppoſing the Perſon to be antecedently inclin'd to 
the Office, ify'd for it) as any Thing 
do. I know- not what wy 
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IT cannot indeed be deny'd, but that where Pers 
ſons have the free Choice of their own Paſtors, Fancy 
may often very much influence them in the-fixing on 
One rather than Another; Intereſt alſo may ſometimes 
have a great Sway, and there may be Room for vari- 
ous of deſigning Men, as we now and then 
ſee and obſerve to ourSorrow : And yet whatever Faults 
there may be in the Management of ſuch Matters, when 
ſuitable and well-qualify'd Perſons are by Choice af- 
fix'd to any particular Parts of the Flock of Chriſt, ra» 
ther than ot and there is at once both the Con- 
ſent of the Partics themſelves, and of the particular 
Flocks they are to be over in the Lord, and the Ap« 
obation of other Miniſters, I cannot ſee why this 
rence amounts not to the Holy Ghoſt's ſetting 
them over theſe particular Worſhipping Societies. 
And as great a Man as Grocius, ſeems to have been of 
this Mind, when he gives it as his Senſe; That theſe 
Elders of E 
Overſeers of the Flock by 
they were made — e Apoſtles, who were full 
of the Holy Ghoſt, with the Approbation of the eo- 

le now 
us 


And , abs bil 
3- LET us farther ſee, how any Men may know 
that the Holy Ghoſt makes them Overſeers of the 
Flock ; and others be ſo far ſatisfy'd of 
this, as: rationally- to acquieſce in their Over 
without having 
meurs of People of different Sentiments. 
Tin venture to advance Two Aſſertions, which I 
—— attended with a ſufficient Eyidence. They 
are theſe : 

1. THAT whoſoever comes into the Minifterial 
Office according to the Will of GOD, is made an 
Overſeer of the Flock by the Holy Ghoſt : and may by 
Conſequence u Grounds expe and hope, 
that GOD will own his Miniſtrations, and concyr 
with his Bleſſing on them. And, 

2. THAT — is upon good Grounds ſa- 
tisfy'd that he fits under ſuch a Miniſter, has no Rea» 
ſon to queſtion the Divine Bleſſing upon his Labours, 
to his Benefit, if the Fault be not his own. I fay, 

1. Whoſoever comes into the Miniſterial Office ac» 
cording to the Will of God, is made an Overſeer of 
the Flock by the Holy Ghoſt, and may by conſe- 
: uence expett and hope, that God ſhould own hig 


Miaiſtratigns, and concur with his Bleſſing upon 


, are in my Text ſaid to be made 
Rs ee ny ek Che nn 


ion to be diſturb'd 2 a 
har 
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them. Whoever with _—_ and Aims, finds 
himſelf inelin d to the Work and Office of the Mini- 
try, rather than to any other Buſineſs or Employ- 
ment, and diſpos'd to encounter the Difficulties, and 
bear with the Diſcouragements it has attending it, nd 
is at the ſame time, ſo qualified for it; as the Nature 
of that Office, and the Rule of the Word requires 3 
and is ſeparared to God and his immediate Service, be- 
ing ſequeſter'd from rhe World and its Cares and Con- 
cerns; and has rhe Choice or Conſent of a Society of 
Profe ſſing Chriſtians to take the Charge of their Souls; 
ſuch Perſon may. be / ſafely ſaid to come into 
the Miniſtry according to the Will of God, and no- 
thing that can be prov'd — is wanting in his 
Caſe. And upon this account may expect and 
hope, that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould own his Miniſtra- 
tions and concur with them, with his Bleſſing. Such 
an one comes within the reach of Our Lord's Promiſe 
of his Gracious Preſence j and acting according to the 
Direction, and under the Conduct of the Holy Ghoſt; 
if he might not depend upon it, I know not who 
could have any Grounds te ezpe& or look for it. 
And then, * 8 
2. I ADD facher, That whoever * — good 
Grounds SD that he fits under a Minifter of this 
ſort, has no reaſon to queſtion the Divine Bleſſing upon 
his Labours, to his Benefit, if the Fault be not his own. 
And that for this Reaſon ; becauſe I cannot perceive, 
that any man can give better Proof, of his being un- 
der the Paſtoral Care of one that the Holy Ghoſt has 
made his-Qverſeer, than this amounts to 
PEOPLE may in the General talk big, about the 
Neceſſity of a Regular Succeſſion in the Miniſtry, from 
the Days of the Apoſtles down to the preſent Time, 
nd the great and peculiarHope that that would give of 
a Divine Benediction: But theſe are but great ſwelling 
Words of Vanity. Let us come down to Particulars, 
and when we are aſſaulted by theſe mighty Boaſters 
of a Regular Succeſſion, let us demand good Proof, 
(and we have an unqueſtionable Right to demand and 
inſiſt upon it) of the Uninterruptedneſs of the Line 
upon which they bottom their Claim: and we ſhall 
find them ſo hard put to it, that we ſhall be tempted 
to pity them *, Upon Search, we ſhall ſee the Proof 


— 


”B Stillingfleer himſelf Frankly owns, Orig Britan. p. 77 that by 
the loſs of the Records of the Britiſh Churches, we cane 145 down thy 
$#cceſion of Biſhops from the Apoſtles Time, they 


— — — — — 


An ORDINATION. SERMON. 15. 


they produce, is ſo dark and confus'd, fo intricts nd 


perplex d, and ſeveral Links of the Chain ſo invol- 
ved in Didfficulcies, chat if we muſt "ſay for. any 


Ground to hope for Benefir from the Labours of the 
Men of chis Pr 17 


| inciple, til this is clear'd up to 

we ſhall be likely enough to wair all our Days, — uf 
out any tolerable Satisfaction. And is it not a moſt 
miſerable Thing, for Perſons in a Caſe of this kind, 
when Matters of no leſs Conſequence than Accept- 
ance with God, and his Bleſſing, are under Deb 

to be put upon Depending on meer Uncertainties 
I never yet could ſee the Senſe, nor the Wiſdom, nor 
Comfort of this. Whereas upon the Scheme propos d, 
of. Inclination, Qualification, Ordination, and — 
ion, Matters are plaim and eaſy, and every thing is 
taken in, which either the Word of God, or the Na- 
ture of the Thing makes neceſſaryp. | 
WE have I think great Reaſon to bleſs Almighty 
GOD, that we have no Occaſion. to involve our» 
ſelves, in any ſuch confuſed Labyrinth, where it is 
fo hard to find a Clue-that will bring us out. We 
have a plain Way, and an cafy Anſwer to the Difh- 
cultics that offer; The Bible contains the whole of 
our Religion, and we are not oblig'd to humane 
Traditions for any Pact of it. We are divided into 
diſtinct particular Warſhipping Societies; but tis 
the ſame Apoſtolicat Doctrine that is deliver d ſe- 
verally in them. Theſe Flocks have their diſtin 


© 


Overſeers, but they are ſuch as are made by the Ho- 


ly. Ghoſt. He inclines them to the Oifice, fits them 
r it, and calls them forth to it; by Ry Peo- 
ple firſt to chooſe them, or at leaſt give their Conſent 
that they ſhould be their Paſtors, and then to ſubmic 
to them in the Lord, and other faithful Miniſters to 
Ordainthem. Having thus much, we need no more; 
and to affect more tends to nothing bus Confuſion. 
4. LET us ſee what we are to fay, to the Mini» 
ſterial Acts of ſuch as are not made Ouerſcert of the 
Flack by the Hely Chet. All ſuch, ate afluredly ac- 
countable to G OD for their miſconduct; tho“ as to 
the Degree of their Guilt, it riſes or falls, in Pro- 
5 to theic breaking in more or leſs upon the 
rder that he has ſettled, They are plain an 
and meddle with what they 1 not, ot at les 
ought not as yet, till ſome farther Steps are taken. 
Their Miniſterial AGs age το⁵p]⁵. and ugweranced 
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as far as they have the Management of them ; but T 
dare not thereupon fay they ate altogether invalid. For 
I am well . ods ty = wy ___ „ and not 
Matth. ix. Sacrifice: And I could with lome W rn what 
23» * that . The Sincerity of thoſe whom ſuch Per- 
ſons have to do with, who may Act in the Upright. 
neſs of their Hearts, intitle them to a 
and often I doubt not them of it. 
I AM not inſenſible that we have had thany among 
of different Chara&ers, who upon different Views, 
ave given into other Notions, and been Warm in 
ſ — them J 2 their 1— 5 beyond their 
owl or Judgment; ſince t ay a ſtreſs 
upon Niceties that will not bear them, Ad ey eager 
- for comparative Shadows, while they overlook the 
Subſtance, And withal, their Scheme is deſtruQtive 
of that Love, which the Writings of the New Tefts- 
mem lay ſuch a ſtreſs upon, in excluding from GOD's 
Covenant Mercy, and in effect ſending to the ſhades 
of Darkneſs, Perſons of upright Hearts and Holy 
Lives, the Complexion of whoſe Spirits makes them 
incapable of any real Miſery, and for whom a GOD 
of infinite Mercy, can never reaſonably be ſuppos'd 
to have prepar'd any Place of Torment. To which 
T ſhall only add this Obſervation ; that its ſeldom 
found, that they that are forward' to invalidate the 
Miniſtry and Miniſtrations of ſuch as differ in Opt- 
nion from them, take any Care to exceed them in Ho 
lineſs of Life. And then, | . 
5. THE inſigniſicancy of other Things to make 
Men Overſeers of the Flock of GOD, if the A 2 
of the Holy Ghoſt is wanting, deſerves alſo to bes 
riouſly conſider d. And here without the leaſt over- 
ſtraining, I think I may venture to affirm, that if t 
Holy Ghoſt does not make Men Overſeers of the - 
Flock, they cannot be made truly ſuch, either by 
— —_— into CO or by the Con- 
ent of any or particular Society of profeſſi 
Chriſtians to be under their Conduct, or by the Cor 
currence of any other Miniſters or Overſeers in their 
Deſign, or by the Power and Authority of Princes 
or by their being preſented by Patrons, or admitt 
— rs, by the moſt Learned and Accompliſh'd 
relates. | | , 
MEN can't make themſelves Miniſters, without 
the Holy Ghoſt, by thruſting themſelves into the 
Service. This (beſides thet it would very 9 


numer, . 
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leave Room for their remaining altogether unqus- 
lified) is a Working without being call'd, and a go- 
ing without being ſent, which St. Paul repreſents as Rom. x. 
carrying ſo great an Abſurdity in it, that it is not to 15- 
be imagin'd in the Caſe of any that underſtand either 
themſelves, or what they are about. Any Thing of 
this Nature is reckon'd very aſſuming, and juſtly lia- 
ble to Cenſure between Men and Men; and is there- 
fore to be ſure blameable when the Church of GO D 
is concern'd. 
MEN can't be made Miniſters by the Conſent of 
any Flock, or particular Society of profeſſing Chriſti. 
ans, to be under their Conduct, if the Holy Ghoſt 
does not concurr; For this can neither give them 
Inclination, nor Qualifications, nor free from the 
juſt ObjeQions of other Miniſters, nor ingage their 
Concurrence. The Members of no particular Flock | 
can make a Man their Overſeer without the »Holy | 
Ghoſt, unleſs they ſet up their own Inclination in 
Oppoſition ro Him, to whom there ought to be a 2 
moſt ready SubjeQion. | | 
THE Concurrence of a good Number of ever ſo 
well qualif,'d, or valuable Miniſters, cannot make 
thoſe Overſeers of the Flock whom the Holy Ghoſt 
does not make ſuch, becauſe it may ſtill poſſibly leave 
them * — to for the Service, as to be more 
likely to fall under a Curſe than obtain a Bleſſing. 
THE Authority and Power of Princes cannot 
make Men Overſeers of the Flock without the Holy 
Ghoſt, becauſe it cannot ſecure them of neceſſary 
Qualifications, nor of that Acceptance without 
which there is no Proſpe& of Uſefulneſs, Nor is 
this an Affair that comes within the Compaſs of the 
Commiſſion from GOD, by which Princes act in 
their exalted Stations. They may many Ways er- 
courage them in their Service, and diſcourage Irre- 
- gularities among them; but as for making them 
Miniſters, 'tis altogether out of their Province. 
NOR can the Preſentation of a Patron make a 
Man an Overſeer of the Flock. It may indeed give 
him a Right to a certain Income, (which is the true 
Reaſon why 'tis ſo much courted, and why Perſons arg | 
often brought to ſuch mean, and diſhoneſt, and ſcan- 
dalous Compliances, in order to the compaſſing it) 
but ir can neither help Perſons to the Qualifications 
that are needful for — Service, nor ys 
| . th 
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che People in Conſcience.te ſubmir to their Overſigbt, 
if they are able to provide better for themſelves. _ 

NOR finally, can » Mani being admited ico Or- 
Ea by the moſt accompli 4 | 

im an Overſeer withour the Holy Ghoſt. For a dig- 

nify'd Perſon may be miſtaken in judging of another, 

well as a Miniſter . who,, ſtands upon a Level with 
his Brethren. And fuppoſing 72 dg d rightly, "ris 
not in his Power to bring any Worſhipping Society 
ro a Willingneſs to attend upon his Laboyrs, and ſub- 
mit to his paſtoral Overſight, unkeſs GOD incline 
their Hearts ſo to do. Nor could I ever yet ſee up- 
on what ſolid Grounds he could pretend to urge 
it upon their Conſciences to do it, if it was their 
real Apprehenſion they could make better Proviſion 
for emclves. Wis V3 31 £01 b un 
I ſhort ; Upon ſtrig Search, | I'canmor, fee bow 
any Man can approve himſelf to G0 D and his own 
Conſcience, as an Overſeer of the Flock in the Goſpet 
Senſe, who is not made ſuch by the Holy Ghoſt, 


III Prop. THEM whom the Holy Ghoſt makes 
Overſeers of the Flock of GOD, are true and proper 
Biſhops. They are ſo, in the full {criptural Segſe of 

the Word, For however it is as to. humane Wri- 

tings, I cannot, find that in Scripture the Word Biſhop, 
ever ſignifſes One that is; fupericr to Pre Mini- 
ſters in Power or ] urifdiftion, or any Way 8481 
pet. ;; them, unleſs when it 18, apply;d to our Lo1d JESU 

..  "CHRBT, the Great Biſhop, of Souls, In all other 
* Places, it rather intimates One who jointly with o- 
ther Miniſters, has the Overſight of the Plock of 

GOD committed to him. For which Reaſon, I have 

_ofcen thought it could not be withqut Deſign that 

our Tranſlators have in my Text, us'd the Word Over- 

" ſeers, rather than Biſhops. For had they renderd it as 

they ſhould have done in this Manner; Taks Heed unto 
yourſelves, and to all the Flock, over which the Holy, Ghoſt 

hath mage you Biſhops ; Theſe Words ſpoken to Elders 

or Presbyters, might. have All'd them with Thoughts 

not very favourable to the Hierarchy... And to avoid 

this, they turn'd the Word Overſeers. And the Alterati- 

on that has been made in the Form and Manner of Making 

_ and Conſecrating Biſhops, Priefts and Deacons. according to 

the Appointment of the Church of England, ſince the 

firſt Reformation, with Reſpect to the Uſe of this ve- 

ry Text, ſeems to have been in Purſuit of the fame 

Dehgn, 


is, make 
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Deſign, and therefore deſerves our Obſervation. For 
whereas at firſt, that Part of the twentieth Chapter 
of the 4d, in which is my Text, was appointed t6 
be read as tbe Epiſtle in the Form of Ordaining Prieſti, and 
ſo Presbyters were as it were put in Mind, that theſe 
wo were ſpoken 2 all of their * * and os 
therefore t were r ſcriptural Biſhops, ther 
has been an 3 * Aged, (tho when Icant 8 
ſay) and theſe Words are on vs'd now as the Epiſtle, 
in the Form of conſecrating Archbiſhops or Biſhaps,” © © 
BUT ſtill in the Senſe of Scripture, I can find no 
Difference between Biſhops and Presbyters. Our 
Bleſſed Lord JESUS appears not to have made an 
Difference between then; for in the Miniſterial Com- 
miſſion (which is but one} He makes no Diſtinction 
of Power as to any to whom that Office is delegated. 
All Gui Miniſters are requit'd to diſciple rhe Nat 
ons, and baptize them when diſcipled, inthe Name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, and to teach 
them all Things that Chriſt commanded, without the 
leaſt Hint thar' any might” warrantably baptize and 
adminiſter che Euchariſt, who? were not allow'd to 
confirm and ordain, or any Thing from which it can 
be gather d. Nor does St. Paul ſeem to have known 
any Difference between Biſhops and Presbyters : For 
he through his Epiſtles, gives Goſpel Miniſters either 
the one or the other Name indifcriminately, without 
the leaſt Signification that there was any one Thing 
that the One could do, which the other could nor db 
as well; and in my Text, when he gave his laſt Charge 
to the Elders of Epheſus, he commits the Care of 
the Flock to them, without the leaſt Incimarion'of an 
ſuperior Officer, whom they were oblig d to at i 
Subordination to. Nor have we any Evidence, that 
Timothy ever came to them afterwards.” And that 
Feeding the Church takes in Government is well as In- 
ſtruction, appears from Chriſt's Commiſſion” to Peter 
to feed his Sheep, which we can't reaſonably ſuppoſe 
excluded him from a Power to rule and ordain, Gr. 
Nor did St. Peter know any Difference berween Bi- 
mops and Presbyters: And he in effect diſclaims any 
ſuch Thing, v hen ſoesking to Prezbyters, he charges 
them e7159780; that is, to Biſhop it, or act the Fart 
of Biſhops, over the Flock of G OD, tho our Tran- 
flators have there alſo, (with the ſame View, I ſuppoſe, 
as they had in their Verſion of my Text,) rendred it 
toling the Overſigbe thereof: "And 28 for this laſt Pal- 
374 & D 2 1 11 ſige, 


[ 


— ———— 


20 


An ORDINATION SERMON. 


1 Pet. v.2, ſage of St. Peter, I think it makes it plain, that at the 


ime when this Epiſtle was written, there was not 
only an Identity of Name between Biſhops and Preſ- 
byters (which is all that ſome will allow) but alſo an 
Identity of Work and Office. And if there was ſo then, 
I know no Reaſon why it may not be allow'd to be ſo 
ſtill. The Difference that has riſen ſince, is of Man's 
ordaining, and not of Chriſt's appointing, True Go- 
ſpel Miniſters, are ſtill as much as ever Overſeers or 
Biſhops of the Flock, made ſuch by the Holy Ghoſt, 
in the Senſe before explain'd ; and this to all ſpiritual 
Purpoſes is more ſignificant, than to be Biſhops of 
Mens making. And ſince they whom the Holy Ghoſt 
makes Overſeers of the Flock, are true and pro 
Biſhops, it follows by a neceſſary Conſequence, t 
they that are ordain'd Presbyters, are to all the Pure 
poſes of of the Goſpel ordain'd Biſhops ; and they who 
are ordain'd by Presbyters, are ordain'd by Biſhops ; 
and by as good and as truly authoriz'd Biſhops, as we 
have any Hint of in the Word of GOD. 


IV. Prep. THEY whom the Holy Ghoſt has moſt 
evidently made Overſeers of the Flock of Chriſt, need 
fo be admoniſh'd of their Duty, and ſtir'd up ro put 
it in practice. The Admonition of the Apoſtle in my 
Text was groundleſs, but upon this Suppoſition, For 
why ſhould he pretend to admoniſh thoſe whom he 
own'd to be made Overſeers of the Flock by the Holy 
Ghoſt, if they did not need to be admoniſh'd,as well as 
they of whom they had the Overſight. Nor was this a 
ſingular Inſtance. We find the ſame Apoſtle admo- 
niſh'd Timothy and Titus, and his Exhortations to them 
by Way of Epiſtles, are yet extant, and a very valua- 
ble Part of the New Tefament Writings, Our Bleſſed 
Lord JESUS allo after his Aſcenſion to Heaven, ſent 
by the Apoſtle St. ohn Admonitions to the Angels, 
that is, the Overicers of the Seven Churches of Ala, 
and we have them remaining to this Day, in the 
three firſt Chapters of he Revelation. And if Over- 
ſeers of ſuch Eminence as theſe were, needed ro be 
admoniſh'd, we may be aſſur d, that ordinary Goſpel 
Miniſters, who have viſibly the ſame Infirmities with 
their Hearers, and are liable to like Temptations with 
them, need it much more. N 

IF it be ask'd, Who muſt overſee the Overſeers? 
I anſwer, Tis their plain Duty ro overſee one another, 
ind to give Advice, Admonitions, and Reproofs 3 
| bac 
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each other with all Freedom and Faithfulneſs, and to 
ſubmit to each other, with Humility and Meekneſs. 
Or if the Care of this, ſhould by Conſent be commit - 
ted to one of the Brethren, peculiarly, that is emi- 
nently qualify'd for ſuch a Service, provided he were 
ſtill accountable to, and cenſurable by che whole 
Body, as Occaſion might require, I am not he that 
ſhould have any mighty Objection againſt it. 


V. Prop. IT is the Duty of all choſe whom the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt has made Overſeers of the Flock of Chriſt, to 
take Heed to themſelves. There is Need of this, loft 


as St. Paul exprefles it, when they had preach'd to others, 1 Cor. ix. 


they themſelves ſhould prove Caft-aways. And if ſuch an 
One as - way ever had any Fear of that Kind ſtir. 
ring in him, much more may we. Miniſters ſhould 
take heed to themſelves, becauſe they have many 
Eyes upon them, ſome to take Example from them, 
and others to pick Quarrels with them. Tis not at 
all likely that the People ſhould obey the Admoniti- 
ons of thoſe Overſeers, whoſe Carriage ſhews that 
they themſelves make light of them, That Miniſter 
who in his Life has no ſuitable Regard to the Do- 
trine he teaches, negleQs an eſſential Part of his OF. 
fice, and while he builds with one Hand, pulls down 
with t'ather; and tempts Men to ſuſpe& that he does 
not really believe what he teaches in the Name of 
GOD. If the Overſeers of the Flock don't take 
heed to themſelves, they'll do very little Good in 
their Stations, they'll have little Reaſon to expect that 
the Holy Ghoſt (from whom muſt be all the Increaſe, 
if even a Paul planted, or an Apollos watered) ſhould give 
a Blefling to their Labours, and they'll have a fad Ac- 
count to give to GOD another Day. They ought to 
ſearch and prove, that they may know themſelves. He 
that knoweth not himſelf, is apt to be proud and con- 
fident, and boldly to venture upon any Thing that of. 
fers, to which he is inclin'd, and ſo to run the Ha- 
zard of his own Ruin: Whereas he that knows, and 
is feelingly ſenſible of his Unworthineſs, and his Lia- 
bleneſs to the Divine Diſpleaſure, on the Account of 
his manifold Sins and Diſorders, together with his 
ſpiritual Impotence, and the Perverſeneſs of his De- 
fires and Luſts, in which he is but like other Men, 
will be apt to be cautious and circumſpe&, jealous of 
himſelf, and afraid of being drawn away * his own 
Luft, and enticed, As he that walks in the 9 
ne 
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ere 1 


neſs of the Night, by ſearching aut Paths for his Feet, 
keeps himſelf from Wandring ; fo he that attends to 
the Ways of the LORD, to walk in them, takes 
heed to himſelf. Of this Gofpel Miniſters ſhould 00 
careful, both npon their own Recover, and alſo upo 
the Account of the Flock of GOD, of which they have 
the Overſight : For that without it, they are neither 
likely ra {ave themſelves nor others. a 
THEY to whom t A- of hy Figs is 
committed, ſhould take heed to themſelves, that they 
may not only have that Meaſure of Knowledge 


that 
is neceſſary ro their giving ſuitable InftruQrong to 
— 


thoſe that are under their Care, but alſo that they 
be furniſh'd for convincing Gainſayers: And that 
may be arm'd with all the Fortirude that is neceffs 
to the ſaying thoſe committed to their Care, out 9 
the Hands of ravenous Wolves. They ought ro tal 
Heed to themſelves, that their Judgments be ſound, 
their Hearts holy, and their Lives exemplary ; thar 
they may be fit for what they undertake, and acquit 
themſelves right)y init, wo laſt be able to give v 
their Account with Joy. Tis fad in any, bur abo 
all in Overſeers of the Flock of G OD, to fee Motes 
in the Eyes of Others, while they take no notice of 
Beams that ate in their own, For my Part, tho“ I'm 
well ſatisfy'd in my Work and Station as a Miniſter, 
yet I ſhan't ſtick to declare that were I in the Capa- 
city of a Private Chriſtian to fix myſelf under ſome 


one Perſon as a Paſtor, whoſe Overſight I could b 
approve of, tho" I could not allow myſelf to bre 


in 7 na any Part of Chriſt's real Settlement with re- 
ect t 


12 o his Church, I yer ſhould be apt to lay a good 
eal more Streſs upon this one Qualification, than on 
any Thing relating to the Regularity of his Miſſion ; 
and ſhould think I might without much Difficulty, 
juſtify myſelf in ſo doing. 


VI. Prop. IT is alfo the unqueſtionable Duty 
of thoſe whom the Holy Ghoſt has made Overſeers 
of the Flock, to take Heed to all that belong to ir 
without any Exception. And unleſs this be minded, 


| r to the Holy Ghoſt in the Office 
he 


committed to them. They are not to imagine 
they have diſcharg'd their Conſcience, or done their 
Duty, in living innocently, honeſtly and regularly, but 
they are to look after thoſe that are under their Inſpec- 


Tim iv. tion, that they may not only ſave ihemſilves, bur 


thoſe 
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65 chat hear them. And if ut "m inks ee 
are Sr ng 1 * ro do their — 2 7 


225 Ts ask'd thoſe 
e 76. „ 0 to *. ich them, for 
155 an mult give an Account of himſelf at lift? 


ould nor * diſhearten'd, having a proper Re. 
pl 8 mike, for which they need not Wl: . 
That we that are Miniſters have it given us in 
by Him that has made er of the Flock, to 
rake Heed to them as well as ourſelves, and they are 


ordered to ſubmit themſelves, while we watch for their Heb. xii. 


Souls. 
LL the Flock uſt be attended to, and none ne- 

19 ich and Poor 1 maß l de. 2 

11 ſhould de known, (dy y be Ovei 
all acquainted with their Du my Danger 
ſuited, ublick Prexchinig, and e app 
tion. Fi bur Dury to deal wich An ce 
at once. We muſt endeavbur to bring unſo und Pro- 
feſſors of the Faith to Bae chat fo they who be- 
fore wore only Chriſtians in Name and ſhew may be- 
truly Saen e Aare to do * utmoſt, chat t 
Young and Weak may be advincd, gehe 
recoperd, , the Decliving'y reduc'd, the Tempted 
the Stro Nom more and more- eſtabliſh'd. And this is 
ſock, ork, and ever 4 Overſeer of the Flock has ſo 
much of it upon | his 


cak, Voung an ws all be min 
their different Circumſtances, tho' all can't be 5 
come ſo indeed; 7 to build up ſuch as are fr 
cour'd, rooping ind Diſconflite cheard, untl 
cry our, Who is ſufficient ? Ad yet we may ſaſtſy 


* is that Servant whom his Lord when he 8 1. "March. 
Jl doing ; and <nleavoiting hetein to diſcharge his xxiv. 46. 


YOU of this Society, hive great Reaſon to be 
thankful, that in your eſtiture niditidn., the Ho- 


1 Ghoſt gives you One, to be your Overſeer or Bi- 


op, that is, ſo well ficted to carry © on the Work of 


che Lord among you. Regard him 1 beſeech you 
from this Day 2124 as 8er you in the Lord, 2 


r 
Sag of the My ſeries of G0 D for your Benefic 


* an Helper of your Jo; Receive Em in the 


Reed ily, receive Iaſttuction from him, an Reproof 


rd with all Gladneſs, and hold him in Re N 


tog as there is Occaſion. Be free «ith him in the 


Concerns of your Souls, Do all you can to encourage 
mn 


inds, chat we may very = 1 _ — 


1 eee 


"OO — 


«. 
* 


_—— 


An ORDINATION SERMON. 


him in his Service, and take Heed of ſadning or griev- 
ing him. Make Conſcience of 2 him the Help 

your moſt ſerious Prayers. Let him find you a 
willing, tractable, reſpectful, and obedient People, 
and I hope you'll have in him a Faithful Paſtor. And 
may the great Shepherd of the Sheep give fuch a Bleſ- 
ſing both to Him and you, as that you may have 2 
comfortable Meeting before the Great Judge of 


Quick and Dead at laſt. | 
A Charge at an Ox DINA TION. 


My Dear BRETIUREX. 


- H O' we that have been juſt layin 
Hands upon you, pretend not to — 
thing like Authority over you, and 
you are now as true and full Miniſters 
of the Goſpel as ourſelves, who as far 
as I can perceive have as plain a Scrip- 
tural Warrant for our Proceedings as 
any can pretend to in theſe Matters, yet can you not 
I am perſuaded think much of our endeavouring, af. 
ter your having gone through ſo ſolemn a Tranlacti- 
on, to give you a fair View of the State of your 
Caſe, your Work and Duty, your Difficulties and En- 
couragements, and the Motives that ought to excite 
you; adding a little Advice from our own Experi- 
ence in the ter Service, which is all we farther aim 


o 


at, 

I CAN very ſafely ſay for my Brethren and by 
ſelf jointly, that we have done our Part of the Wor 
of chi Day with no ſmall Pleaſure. Tis not a little 

to our Satisfaction, to find you ſo ready to take Part 
in the ſame Service with us Twould be very unjuſt 
in any one to Charge us with laying Hands ſuddenly up- 
on you. You are ſo well known and approv'd, that 
we are far from being aſham'd of you. And we have 
taken fitting Precautions as to your future Conduct, 
by the Promiſes you have made, which yet we have 
not extended any further than a few neceſſary Things, 
which being in themſelves Matter of plain Duty, we 
apprehended the explicitneſs of your Ingagements a» 
bout them, would help ro render your Senſe of them 
the more aweful. We that know no right any haye 
to impoſe upon Conſcience, (in which we are glad 
to find you ſo frank in declaring your Concurrence 


ſh 
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Ele of the -Minifterial Office 
you ſelves'to Him that inſti 


5 


2p 
ed it for the 


2 of the Lord. I do it moſt 


May He increaſt your 
multiply'd Gifts and Graces of his Holy _ : 
He make you eminently Uſeful in' His 

Crown Endeavours with an abundant Succeſs : 


May you be tenfarkably helpful to ſpread ſerious Re- 
ligion, where- ever your Lot is caſt; and have many 


to be your Joy and your Crown at the Great Day. 


He that knoweth all Things knowerh, that theſe ate 
our hearty Wiſhes and unfeigned Deſires for you. ' 


TH O' ve have good Hopes that theſe our 


will not be unanſwer'd, yer ſhould we be apprehen- 
ſive we fail'd in our Duty, did we not according to 
our common Cuſtom, add a warm brotherly Admoni- 
| nows bur 
it may farther heighten the Seriouſneſs of your on 
Spirits, and ingage the hearty Prayers of many good 
Chriſtians for you ; and at the ſame Time contri- 
bute to the Conviction of others, that we that 2 
excluded the publick Eſtabliſhment, are no ſuch» 
Perſons, #s ſome have induftriouſly repreſented us. 
THIS Part of the Work and Service of the Day 
being devolv'd upon me, I can before-hand aſſure 
you, I ſhall be ſo far from affecting to bind heavy 
urdens upon you, that I ſhall offer nothing to you, 
but what I reckon myſelf equally concern'd in and 


tion before we diſmiſs'd you. And who 


oblig'd to with you; and ſo ſhall aft the Part of a Re- 
membrancer to myſelf and you at the ſame Time. 


LET me then deſire you to recolle& thoſe affec- 


— - * „ = 
= n —_— 
4 _ 


of” 


N „ 70 
AND now (my Brethren) I wiſh you argu 71 
| rtily in 
ame of all my Brechren. May the GO D of 
Heaven be with you, direct, aſſiſt and ſtrengthen ou: 
Miniſterial Furniture, by che 
May 
uſe, and 


— 


ting Words of St. Paul to Timothy; I give thee Charge, Tim vi. 


fays he, in the Sight of God who quickneth all Things, 
and before Chrift Feſus, who before Pontius Pilate witneſ- 


fed a goed Confeſſion, that thou keep the Commandment 
wit haut Spor, unrebukeable, until the appearing of. our. 


Lord Jeſus Cbriſt. In like manner, I conjure you my 
Brethren, in the Name of GOD and of his Chriſt, 


to continue ſtedfaſt in your Holy Calling, and not 


only not to abandon the glorious Courſe, you are en- 
red upon, but to abate nothing of your Vigour. and 
Non 'E Eaxrneft- 


13, 14. 


ben 4 


y to yourſelves but to mn 


1 Timm iv. 
16. 


jt is deliver'd in Holy 


Tim iv. 
3. 
1 Tim. i. 


11. 


„2 7 „ „ 
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Things d Rule of 
— you oy — . 
* ——_—— — ; you Maſter's 4 
Cn Ren tin eat Gran. 
will be cecolleftrig, 

YOU 3 teceiv d A — — and * 
2 under won ſolemn Bonds 17 
O, and the Bleſſed Jeſus, T2 0 
the Church; and your anſwer! 
and Care is 2 Thing of the 


it of ic of you that you tal yau'll — 
COD. which Tha portal ry bis ST 


Fake Herd to the iniftry hic Lo Fm 


and Teqporions Jinck youth l c & Lands 
ou on 
rr 
that are afforded. you, to the heſt Advantage : And 
thus do you e 


— attend & you, and. be Glory 2 %, 


tinually wi 
Tho Aps- 


you, to your 2 

1. TAK E H _— reg oP 
ſtolical; the very ſame that Chriſt Sets to 17 
5 and they tg > Church, not only by. Word 

Mouth but in their Writings, you. 
profeſs to have receiv'd ; I beſeech > yoo. continue in 
it to the End of Lives, Adhere ficwly to it 28 
— which are the. 
true Standard which all and Confeffions, Sy- 
ſtems, and Theological Trafts und Diſcourſes arg to. 
be meaſur' by: And be ready. to maintain and defend; 
it, and oppoſe them that Teach any et her Doffrine. 

K FT MEER that the Goſpel, the Glorious Goſ- 
* pel of the Bleſſed God, was committed o St. Naul the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles 4: « Tru and he afterwards, 
committed ens — — all, w on be len forth — 
t r iſtry, and partic to 2; wot 
Titus : And it well deſerves your. Oblarvation, x 
his Epiſtles to them he often and. moſt earne EW 
commends it to'their Care, — Charges them by alt 
that is Sacred to keep it ſaft. as a Treaſure of inſti 
mable Value, with a moſt religious Jealouſie, that ſo 
no Alteration might ever happen to it, in che 


Ends, as through their _— GO D' cheoventy, 


hoes ir 2 Ca 
= 5 th 2 
erfeers 


ie-is to 


1 


[ 3 


„ þ 
#8 


2 fol. 2 . whith it in 
Wirb good Reaſon may: you look-opon 
be Lane is conferr'd. on you by 
ho Gr 41 8 D, „ you Depoſitiries 
of his heavenly Truths, which are deſign'd to ſavethe 
Sduls bf Men. Let for ſuch 2 Hott. a this, be 
eithet deſpis'd br abu d by any of Fou. Mix not-the 
Truth of GOD; which yod He entruſted with, with 
aaa uperftiivn or Error of any 


THERE u Twi Things which St. Paul lays a 
125 M in the Caſe of all Goſpel Miniſters : 
RO NTT the &- , 
ther; A bs ble th be F +. As to your 
being able (m DN * ei bert, we . had 

and iderite. We ite ho Strangers 
to you; but Rave ad chit Proof of your Improve- 
ment of tha Helps you have hid in your Edgeatish, 
end hs Stoch of Knowledge you hive laid in, 4 
-We have hd Doubt of your b ing able by ſound DyBri 
bath to exhort, aud to portoince # he Gainſagers. 45 had Tit. i. * 
we not appretiended we hid * Gtound for H6 ich 


2 Tim. li, 
7 


as to — alfo, that you Linen be faithful, 
are ry we had never committed ſo I a T 
to you j we durſt nor haye sttempted it. And if 
now yon fail, tis not us only that you'll! deceive, but 
your ſelyes; and your 6wn Yonls, and the Church of 
GOD: And tho? as for rhe Bleſſed GOD, He tiy- 


not be deceiv'd, . WRT Have @ fad Accopat ta 
516 f to Him 5 
HENCE — u are Stedbards i in the Houſe 


of GO D, and Diſpediſers of his Myfterits. Now 'tis're- 7 Cor. iv, 
ir'd of ſuch, to be found fp Wl If the 18 not 2 
, they are rhe worſt of See to it 
you anſwer your Truſt. Give u unta the Flock of Yn M 
it very Doctrine which you have receiy'd throug 


the Handy of the was Be iſſur d, it can n 
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be loſt; nor corrupted, „ „ ends, 

without your being groſaly unfaithful! So keep what 

has been committed tc on, as neither to add to, al- 

ker, nor take from it. --Be careful rigiuin to divide the 

2 Tim. ĩĩi. Word of Truth; and diſpence it prudently, according 

15. to the different Conditions and Wants of thoſe t hat hear 

it, giving every One that which ſuits him. And tho 

thus doing, I dare not undertake you ſhall always be 

© , welltreated by Men, nay, cannot pretend, but it may 

de your Lot ſometimes, as it has been that of others, 

' © * * to.complain, That vou have labourediin vain, and ſpent 

Ifa. xlix. ur Strength for nought,. and in vain ; yet ſtill your-Fudg- 

2, went will be with the Lqrd,. and your Work wich peur God ; 

- 9m PEO not go without your Reward, And 

:thens?! e ee ag doi, ci I beit 

1 Tim. iv. 2. TAK E Head alſo togourſelver, Do ſoparticuler- 

16. IV, as to your Tempess, Lives, and Walk. Endea- 

Acts xx, vour after a right Goſpel Spirit, which will be of no 

28, ſmall Uſe to you in the Whole of your. Service. The 

Miniſtry requires a different Spirit from other Cal- 

lings. To an advantageous Diſcharge of it, there is 

requiſite a deep Senſe of the Truch and the Power of 

Religion, the Vant of which will not ſo much af- 

fe& Men of other Occupations, in the Management 

of their proper Buſineſs. Endeavour therefore after an 

| habitually ſerious Spirit, and ſo ſtrive to manage the 

ſeveral ffices you are ald to diſcharge, as that it 

me be thereby promoted. Get your Spirits as much 

as may. be purg'd from vitious Luſts and Paſſions, En- 

desvour after that gentle, and meek, and compaſſio- 

nate Temper, which the Goſpel ſo much preſſes, and 

of which the Author of it was ſo bright. an Example: 

And aim at excelling in that Love to GOD, that Zeal 

for Chriſt, that Compaſſion for the Souls of Men, that 

Humility of Mind, that Maſtery of your Appetires, 

and that Mortifigation and Deadneſs,'ta this World, 

that becomes the Character and Profeſſion you have 

2 Tim. ii. taken upon you; Strive alſo. to get a pit or for- 

24. «bearing Spirit, without which, upon a great many 
. Occaſions, youll be hard put to it 

TAKE Heed to your Lives and Walk. Be not 

ſatisfy'd for them to he free from viſible Stains, 

Tit. ii. 7. but let them be Exemplary. is ll Things ſbem your- 

ſelves Patterns of good Works, Be Examples of the Believ- 

Tim iv. 74s 1 Word, in Couverſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in 

12. Faith, in Purity. Be more careful of it upon this 

Account, becauſe Nothing may more eaſily be 2 
1 3 cern 
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_ cern'd than that Men are ſo diſpos d, that they Ii much 
more mind how you live, than what you fay. And 
what can be more dreadful, than for Miniſters to pull 
down and deſtroy by their bad Examples, what they 
ſcem to take Pains to build up with the Words of 
their Mouths ! A looſe and rakiſh, a proud and fierce, 

a worldly-minded and covetous Miniſter; ſo palpably 
2 the Lye to the moſt ſerious Diſcourſes he can 

eliver from the Pulpit, that he can have no Reaſon to 
expect they ſhould have much Weight, or make any 
great Impreſſion · Take Heed of this, that your Mi- 
niſtry may not be blam'd or fruitleſs:: Beware of the 
Vices you warn others againſt, that your Hearts may 
bear witneſs to your Sincerity, without being able to 
accuſe you of Fraudulence or Hypocriſy. Dread the 
diſcovering a Love of the Wealth, or the Pomp, or 

the Pleaſures of this World, all which you are to be | 
endeavouring to wean others from. Tbe Love of this 2 Tim. iv, 
preſent World will either with Demas bring you to forſake 10. 
the Miniſtry, or to behave your ſelves unfuirably ane 
unſucceſsfully in it. Entangle not yourſelver with the . . + 
fairs of this Life, which St. Paul ſo freely warns Time- 
thy againſt. You have Work enough upon your Hands 
(as you'll ſee preſently) to ingage you wholly, and 
cf all your Time. 1,017 26 ene 

AKE Heed to your Carriage to thoſe among 
whom you labour. Twill be but in vain for you to 
think to work upon them, if you don't move their 
Affections, and gain their Eſteem: And yet let not 
that be your chief and governing Aim. Let them fee 
that you are full of an ardent. Love to Chriſt and his 
Goſpel, and that you deſire Nothing more than to do 
their Souls good, and to train them up fot Heaven : 
And if an Opportunity fairly offers in your Way, be 
not backward to promote their temporal Intereſt, 
This will be a good Method to gein their Hearts, 

which will not a little promote your Uſefulneſs a- 

mong them. un cd: en 0 705 

BE prudent in your general Carriage. Avoid eve- 
ry Thing that looks like Tricking or Undermining. 
Be affable and courteous, that ſo none may be able to 
charge you with Moroſeneſs or Sulleaneſs, Carry it 
with Benignity to all you converſe with. Think not 
much of Scooping to the meaneſt Offices of Charity; 
nd yet at the ſame Time ſtudiouſly avoid every thing 
that is mean, or baſe, or ſervile. Be not over Talka- 
iive, Meddlers in other Mens Matters, W 32 
0 Iſs, 


4 
, 
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injurious ro 2 Neighbotir or's Brother, don t ned 
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Affirs, or Aſfecters of being thought Politicians. 
Speak the beſt of others — can, and diſcover not 'a 
illingneſs to detratt tom them: And never en- 


deavour to leſſn the Value of other Men, with 5 De- 
ſign to increq ä believing 
or receiving, and much lefs in ſpreading ill Neperts. 


ſe your own. Be not biſty in Felie vi- 


And if in this Refpe&, or any other, you hive been 


preſſing to give him Satisfaction. ah 
BE ready at any Time to give in Acconiit of ybùr 
Principles and PraQtiſes in a Way of Corivetſation : 
And that you may be the better furniſh'd for it, * 
Care to be well prepar'd upon Four Hesds. Be not 
at any Time to ſeek; to ſhew why you ire Chifi#vs 
and not Deifte,, why Proteflants arid not Papiſft, w 
Dinter and not of the e ent, ind w 
Minifters rather than of any other Cal ing. Your 
ing able to diſcourſe off hand, well 4rd handfomiely 
upon theſe Topicks; may help to recommend you, 
and — you from being ever at 4 Loſs for profitable 
nverſation. | | at 
BE cautious in your Catriage towards thoſe that 
are without; I mean, that neither own your Mini- 
try, nor will attend in ary ſuch Worſh pping Aſ- 
ſemblies as thoſe in which you officiate. Let 2 
Behavior diſcover tliat you are no Enemies of 
theirs, how much ſoe ver they may be ſet ig inſt 
you. If you have any thing to do with Deiff, ge- 
wians, Arrians, or Papifl:, carr to them with Hu- 
manity; and let them fee that you bear no H-will 
to their Perſons, how tpuch ſoever you diſlike their 
N or Practiſee. ie 
AN o as for thoſe that are Warm for the National 
Church Eſtabliſhment, out of which you are exclud- 
ed, catry it to them as Brethren, how much ſoever 
you find they differ from you. Never treat 7 
with Contempt, or return Railing for — hew 
them by your Behaviour that in Hearty rotherly 
Love is very conſiſtent with all that Diverſity of Fen- 
timents there is between them and us. Rejoyce in the 
ſefulneſs of any on to ſpread ſerious Piety; or 
romote Works of Charity, ar the fame Time as you 
cely lament (and not without Reaſon), the viſibly 
much greater Zeal of the moſt of them, to promote 
the Intereſt of a Party, both here ar Home, and in 
Foreign Parts. Endeavour to convince them of that 
/hich is a very great Truth, and our reg) Glory , tha; 
1 4 ; ; 1. "Tp aut 


* 
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6 ity is much more gonarnus ergus, difintereſted, and Fi 
extenſive a theirs. how forward ſoever they $ 
appear tg be to. bear bard upon you, and thoſt whoy 1 
are ſitisfy A arg in the main ia the Right, inſtead of” 1 
upon all | | 
Thing that may da | | 


or promote ſer 
an Happy A 


n 
— Do. 


THIN it not a fill Thi good 
Report of thoſe without ; but Uſe al Prudent and 1 Theft 
bnd s all Cheat eh Aae, bas « Te | 
charg'd upon without Exception, 1 Ti | 
peculiarly upon Miniſters And them, 7. 1 
3. TAKE Heed te. the Flack of God, which be bath Att xx. 
porchaſed with his n Mind all the Fleck, and 28, | 
let none of them be out of your Thoughts or deny d 
your Care. Feed both Sheep and Lambs, as having | 
taken the Overſight of all. Have a Regard to young, Pet. v. a ! 
Ones 23 well as elder Perſons. I have ſomatimes been | 
inclin'd to think that more might be done for G OD 
_ them with tight and Management 
than is | common. Mind the Poor as well 
as the Rich. Let not the former be negleQed, while 
the latter are courted. Their Souls are Equally Preci- 
ous in the Sight of GO D, and 2 a6 nccounta- ; 
ble for them at the laſt. Take Heed not only to | 
thoſe that reſpeſt you, and carry it well co you, but 
to ſuch alſo as may be froward, (and Wonder not if 
you meet with ſome ſuch) and deal, with them with 
all Meckneſs. Take Heed to ſuch as you find Ren- 1 
ſon to Fear are yet unconverted, and uſe all poſſible li 
earneſtneſs with. them, to bring them to an hearty 
Suhjection to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Take Heed to | 
thoſe that are already brought Home to GOD through | 
the Redeemer, and uſe your utmoſt Endeavours to ; 
Build them up in their moſt Holy Baith. Do all char | 
in you lies, to bring the Unſound to Sincerity, to | 
ſtrengthen the Weak, to ſuccour the Tempted, to re- | 
ftore the Declining, to recover the Fallen, to comfort | + 
thofe that are. Piſconſolate, and to encourage * * | 


| 
| 
1 
3 
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land their Ground hitherto, to perſevere in well do- 
ing to the laſt. | * 


AND here, give me leave to recommend ons. - 


Thing to you, as of no ſmall Conſequence, *Tis; 


That you would be particularly tender of ſuch as are - 


Heb. xiii. 
17 


Eze k. iii. 


19; 20. 


Col. iv. 
.. 


Tit. ii. 15. 


under Spiritual Trouble. Not only endeavour to be 
well vers d in that which we commonly call Caſuiſti- 
cal Divinity, that ſo you may be able to give ſuĩtable 
Advice to ſuch as apply to you with their diſſerent 
Caſes, which you'll ſometimes find difficult and intri. 
cate enough; bur let thoſe that come to you in di- 
ſtreſs of Mind and with wounded Spirits, find that 
you Sympathize with them, which will be ſome re- 
lief to them, and make them the more apt to be im- 
preſs d with the Advice you give them. 

IN ſhort, Watch for Souls, as they 
muſt give an Account. AQ like Perſons that are - 
fraid of having the Blood of thoſe that are under your 
Care required at Hand: And reſt aſſur d you muſt: 
anſwer for all thoſe, whom you by your Negligence 
or ill Management ſhall prejudice againſt the Goſpel, - 
or betray to Ruin. 1d 4, 4 „ t ae 

4+ TAKE Heed to the Miniflry which you have receiud d 
in the Lord, that -you fulfil it. This was St. Pauls" 
Charge to Archippus, and I have Reaſon to e to 
you. Your Office is highly Honourable. Tis deſign- 
ed for the Salvation of the Souls of Men, which 
GOD form'd after his own Image, and Chriſt re- 
deem d with His moſt precious Blood. Be careful to 
maintain the Dignity of your Office. Let no M de- 


ſpiſe you. Let not your Office be deſpiſed through 
any Fault 


2 Tim. iv. 
2. 


— — of _ OR to — - — 
your ſacred Character, by an examp , and: 
a ſhining Converſation. As corrupt as nag ig, 
this will ſecure you from a general Contempt; and 
with ſome it will procure you a cordial Reſpect, and 
Veneration. | | . 2 

APPLY to each Part of your Work with Care, 
and let none be omitted, or negligently manag d- 
Let your publick Prayers be ſerious, ſcriptural, com- 
prehenſive, ſuited to the common Caſes of thoſe 
whoſe Wants and Deſires you would expreſs, and the 
different Steps of Divine Providence Let them be 


the fruit of retired Meditation, not over tedious, nor 


flat, nor made up of vain Repetitions. 24/14, 420 
A EACH the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon and out f 
Seaſon ; reprove, rebuke exhort, with all Long-ſuffering and 
Doftjine, 


that know you 


i At. 
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Dofrine, In your Sermons, aim at edifying your Hes. 
rers, rather chan gratifying their Curioſity. fe them 
contain the fame, Doctrine as was deliver d by Ft. 
Paul to Timathy and Tithr, and other firſt Preachers and 
Publiſhers of Chriſtianity. With all ble Seriouſ- 
_ neſs Preach to your People, the Chriſt whom St. Pan! 
zdor'd, the Grace which he Taught, the Faith, the 
Life, the Spirit, the Hope, the Love, and the Sacra» 
ments and ather Services which he recommended. 
Dilate not. much u Niceties ; but inſiſt moſt 
on the moſt needful and ſubſtantial Things. Open 
to thoſe that ſie under your Miniſtry, the Foundation 
of all Religion, the Divinity of the Scriptures, and 
their Sufficiency, the Covenant of Grace, and the 
Terms of Acceptance with GOD, and the Suitable« 
neſs of the Mediator provided for lapſed Creatures, 
the Riches and Fullneſs of the Divine Promiſes, the 
Odiouſneſs and Malignity of Sin, the Nature, Neceſ- 
ſity and Excellency of Holineſs, and the Certainty 
and Importance 4 eternal. It is by inſiſting on 
ſuch Things as theſe that you may do the moſt Good, 
Handle not the Word of God deceitfully, but by Manifeftation 2 Cor. iv. 
of the Truth, commend yourſelves $6 every Mani Conſcienct 2. 
in the Sight of God. Let me recommend it to you, to do 
your Part, that that plain Practical Preaching that was 
gun by our Good Old 4 ee, and by keeping up 
which the Modern Nonconformiſts (as much as 
have been deſpis'd) have been ſo Uſeful, may not be 
loſt among us. | | 
T O Preaching, add Catechizing, the want of which 
keeps many all their Days in Ignorance, and is the 
Cauſe that they neither rightly underſtand the Sermons 4 
they hear, not profit by them. | 5 4 
BE ſerious and ſolemn in Adminiſtring both the 1 
Sacraments, Which in the we live in are ſo much 4 
ſlighted. When you baptize ts, take the Oppor- 41} 
tunity of making the Parents ſenſible of their Ne- | * 
glect, if they come not to the Lord's Table; and da * 
what you can to convince them, how much it is both | 
their Duty and Intereſt, to breed up their young Ones 
for that GOD to whom they pretend to devote them. 
Whenever you are call'd to baptize Perſons that are 
grown up to Years, take care that they tolerably un- 
erſtand the Fundamentals of Religion, and the Terms 
of the Covenant they are to enter into with GOD 
through a Mediator ; and that after they are baptiz'd 
they come ſpeedily to che 8 „ and a& as 2 
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Foe: | 
fons that woe bands, this if chey are K Far ace Sacra. 
ment, they are fo for _ Falk 75 abel 
Sa the State 
to that of Adult eb Members, t 4. you in he 
— ng em to 1 740 kbeir 10577 5 
ly Euchariſt, unde logly, 2 915 
cerely. Make not the. Teri 4 
Table of the Lord ei lax.or ag rait, than 
GOD has done in er pore hs 
diſcourſe with you N reſpett to that Mep cometo 
oy r put the ack, or attempt ta 


| affect not Dominion. Don't ſo much as 


1 Pet. v. 3. 


Prov. xi. 
14 


into the . — of their Conſciences, or 
their Families; but do all you can to fix t Echly 
in GOD's Interef}, in Oppoſition to the 10 7 of 
Darkneſs. And whatever may be the Way of Others, 
for whoſe Practiſe you are not De ler po 15 
prevail with you to give the N as a 
to Heaven, to ſuch ſick and dying Pe 477 8s tho 
ofren viel, to it, negle&ed it in their Health and 
"ay which is an an Poe it was not Aa ta 
Be afraid as you would not betray 
rod : Souls to endleſs 4 Paddie, 
B E not negligent of Chriſtian Difcipline 2 yet 
to 
wn plain 
eprove 
don't . ſt you bo 
l from whom you 


r 
4 


Lord it over God's Herita ge. ; od encourage 
and palpable Irregularities Pon 

when there is Occaſion, an 
charg' d with Vasile b 
had your Commiſſion.: And yet beware of covering 


45 
your own Pride, Paſſion and Ficrceneſs, upon any Oc- 
caſion, with a Pretence of reifying what is amiſs in 


Others. In reproving, or ſuſpending, or rej 


from. Communion, be not inffaenc'd by Fayour or 
Affection on one Hand, or Ill-will on the other, 
as 


Do nothing by Partidlicy. Be not in fuck Thin 
' theſe, ſway'd by regard to Friend Interceſſion, 
or Importunity. Let it not be your Choice to AA 
alone in diſciplinary Matters, but endeavour to have 
the wiſer Part at leaſt of your Congregations to ſup- 
— and back you; and if you meet wi cdl 
ifficulcies ask Advice and Help of your Brethren, re- 
membring that in 4 Multicude of Connſellyr; there iz 
Safety... Be careful whenſoever you have any 
that are irregular under your Conſideration, to ſuit 
N to the different Circumſtances that Appear. 
your Proof be good and clear, before re you 12 
r deal with them TR 
t 


any Perſons guilty, or 
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allow yourſelves to a& upon Suſpicions and 
Surmizes, by which you may come to injure the It." 
which r 
And when your Prodf is ſo evident that it 18 
not to be conteſted, deal with Come av tenderly ap if 


the elder Minen 2 Mothers: Bur others : 

8 Rather choofe 0 Pit i. 
les y your Freedom, than 0 uff. 
icy and without W * 
- with them about x 


b 44a® 


J 


hope for Mercy upon any preſent - 
drive chock not @s air. Set rhe Te 
Death before them, and leave it to them to judge: for 
'cmfelves xs God ſhall incline and influence them. Lx. 
act Promiſes of them of a better Life heresſter by 
GOD's Aſſiſtance if He is pleas'd to ſpare them nd 
be their Remembrancers afterwards; If rheir Cad ap- 
pears to you hopeful, but they are apt to d : 
propoſe Promiſes of the Goſpel to them, to en- 
courage them Put thoſe thar hate inſur d other? 
upon making their Acino nrs, nd NReſtituti- 
on too, if they are able. And if they recover, i 
not to remind them, of the Sentimencs they had, and 
the Impreſſions they were undery while the Hand of 
G OD vs upon them. Ip > 8179-3 
THAT you may be the better able to got ; 
al] this Service, and the fitter for it, be ſtill endeavours! | 
ing to i e yourſelves. Give attendance 50 N. Tim.i . 
ing, and cloſe Thought, and ſtrift Obſervation. . Par- I I. , | 
ticularly ſtady the holy Scriptures, wich great Ap- t 
plication: And you'll find they have in them Scores 
of divine Knowledge that are not to bee exhauſted. ; 
Let other Parrs of uſeful Knowledge be aifo apply'q s 
ro, in a Subſerviency to our grand Defign, wh \ 
you have fix'd on for rhe Buſineſs of your Liyes, Be | 
much in Prayer, and let that ſcaſon- all your Studies, 
and attend and accompany all your Preparations for 
publick Service, Often and earneſtly beg of Almigh- \ 
ty GOD, 2 Bleffing upon your Recirements; Directi- 1 
on in your publick the Aft ſtance of the good | 


5pirit of Grace in the Whole af your Service, and in 
| EF 3 every 


* 
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every Part of it, and ſuch à warm Senſe upon your 
Own 2 — great Things you — to — 8 
ing wi rs about, as carry you through your 
ork with Comfort, and with — of — Sti 
2. Tim i. p the Gift of Ged-which is in au. Don't let it languiſh 
6. or decay for want of Exerciſe. Stir it up by fre- 
quent conyerſe with GO D and yeur own Hearts, 

and oft repeated ſpiritual. Thoughts, and heavenly 
Aſpirations ; and nouriſh and cheriſh it, by continual 

Exerciſe in the holy Functions of your Office, and 

1 Tim. iv. give your ſelves wholly to them, and your Prefiting 
15. will appear to all. | | 8-3 
5. TAKE Heed of Snares and Temptations, 

which will on all bands ſurr ou. Your. Cha- 

rater and Office ſets you in the Front, where you 

muſt expect to be peculiarly expos'd, and firſt aſſault» 

ed. Wonder not if the Devil ſets himſelf particu- 

larly againſt you, who are by. your Office bound to 

be all your Days fighting againſt him and his Inte- 

reſt, Expect Difficulties Oppoſition from diffe- 

rent Quarters, and prepare for it accordingly. Rec- 

kon upon going through bad Report as well as good. 

Wonder not if you are ſometimes ill-ſpoken of even 

for your Conſcientiouſneſs and Fidelity, and wounded 

by your oy Friends. Vou are ingag d in a Warfare, 

: not only as Chriſtians, but as Miniſters alſo ; be care- 

— 1. 18. ful te war the good Warfare. Endure vi 4: good 
2 Tim. ii. giert of Jeſus Chrif. You have both the Powers of 
$- Darkneſs, and the Works of the Fleſh to ſight againſt ; 
and this requires no ordinary Meaſure of Strength, 

Courage and Diligence. Prepare to bear Injuries, 

and endure unjuſt Cenſure- and Calumny, and to be 

negletttd and ill treated, even by ſuch as you have 
endeavour'd to ſerve, and oblige, and do good to. This 

at leaſt has been the Lot of ſome, and may be yours. 

Arm your ſelves with Reſolution, and look up to 

your Maſter whom you ſerve. Depend not upon 

your own Strength, but his Aſſiſtance. Be neither 

elevated and aſſuming, nor depreſs'd and diſcourag'd ; 

but poſſeſs your Souls in Patience, and ſtand always 

upon your guard. Particularly beware of Contentiouſ- 

; neſs'and Covetouſneſs, to either of which if the De- 
Tit. i. y. vil can tempt you, he'll ſtrangely obſtruct your Uſe- 
3 Tim vi. fulneſs. Re not ſoon angry; but carefully watch againſt 
4. it Strive not about Words; whence comes Envy, Strife, 
2 Tim. iii. Railings, evil Surmiſngs, and perverſe Diſputings, which 
14. tend to 2 Profit, bug the ſubverting of the _—_— and 
produce 
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uce Confuſion, and all manner of Miſchief. 


Ba map: greedy of filthy Lucre. There is hardly any Thing Tit. i. 7. 


ſo mean or unbecoming , baſe or horrid, but this may 
draw you into it, if you give way to it. 

6. AN D Lash. Take Care of improving all the 
Helps that are afforded you, to the beſt Advantage. 
I'll grant you have your Diſcouragements, and that 
they are not ſmall. You ſet out in a difficult Seaſon. 


Real Religion is at a: very low ebb among us. The 


Miniſterial Office is much flighred. Maoy run down 
Chriſtianity as meer Prieſtcrafr, and Prieſts (as they 
call them) of all Sorts as the worſt of People. And 
even they that ir is to be hop d have a real Senſe and 
Savour of the Things of G OD, have not I doubt that 
reſpe& for our Office that they have ſomerimes had. 
And yet my Brethren be not diſhearten d, but take 
Courage, Do you your Duty, and leave Events to 
GOD. That is a Courſe in which you may fafely 
depend upon it, that He that employs you, will be 
with you always. | n 

DON'T pore continually upon the dark Side of 

Things, leaſt your Spirits ſhould fink, and. your 


Hearts faint; but think of the Encouragements and 


Helps that GO D has given you. You'll have indeed 
to do with People that won't be led blindfold ; but I 
have that Opinion of your ingenuous Tempers. that I 
believe you are far from deſiring it. Their Inquiſi- 
tiveneſs, and Willingneſs to ſer with their own Eyes, 
(without which I can't ſee how they can rationally 
judge for themſelves) will put you under a Neceflity 
of ſearching Things to the Bottom, that you may be 
able to give them Satisfaction: But this in the Iſſue 
will turn to your own Advantage. You have Liberty 
to act according to your Conſciences, which is more 


than thoſe had who have gone before you. Inſtead of 


being frown'd on, you may be ſecure of the Protection 
of the Government, which is no ſmall Advantage. 
They that are true Friends of King GEORG £, can't 
certainly have the Face to be your Enemies, who 
have chearfully taken the Oaths to him, pray heartily 
for Him, and bis moſt Illuſtrious Houfe. and are ready 
upon all Occaſions to uſe your utmoſt Influence for 
his Service, witheut needing to be urg'd and preſs'd 
to it, or to have your Coldneſs, Remiſſneſs, and Ne- 
glefts, cover'd or excus d. This naturally tends to 
make you the more acceptable to ſuch as have the 


Wellare of their Countrey truly at Heart. It is with 
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al, very diſcernible, that the im Spirit is r ow 
owin — more and more out of Countenanee. 
en of and Thought are weary of it, and 
Mam d of it too, and it „ As the 
Bulls have not now that force which they onee 
on the — — — ſo — does the 
Opinion of Eceleſiaſti uthority generally now run 
ſo high here at Home, as it did not long ſince. One 
terrible Scare-crow with which People have been 
frighten'd from coming near thoſe of our i 
or giving them a fair Hearing, was an 1 


 Schifn, Sich che Zealors for the ENabliſh'd Church 


are now frighting One another with, till they ſcarce 
know who and who are together : And by this Means 
I think we may Hope, that ſome in Time come 
to ſee the Weakneſs of their former 8 and that 

they who truly Mean the Glory of GOD, and the 

Thriving of true Chriſtianity, and the reaching at laſt 
the Heavenly Life, may at length be led into ſuch a 
Train of Thoughts, 2s may Help to bring them to 2 
better Temper, and fo the Way may be pav'd for our. 
better — and Underſtanding one another. Such 
— as theſe well conſider d, together with what 
they Il lead to, may I conceive encourage you to 2 
chearful Application to the Service you are ingag'd in, 
and then you may very ſaſely GOD with the 


pa | 

ND depend upon it, if you are but diligent and 
faithful, your Reward will be great; twill be unſpeak-/ 
able: And you ſhould ſet this againſt all your Diffi- 
—_— —.— this 12 — your ſelves, and 
thoſe that ou. Many at the preſent may oppoſe 
and ſlight you, but at laſt you'll obtain a moſt glorious 
Prize. You'll reach eternal Life, and an advanc'd' 
Degree of Blefſedneſs in the other World. Turning 
Mex to Righteouſneſs by a faithful Diſcharge of the Du- 
ties of your Office, you ſhall fbine ar the Stars for ever. 
and ever: And ben the Chief Shepherd ſhall appear, yet 


ſhall receive « Crown of 'Glary that fadeth net aw 


a). 

D O but AR under the Influence of ſuch Thoughts 
and Encouragements, and the Church of GOD will 
have great Reaſon to be Thankfpl for this Days Work; 
and both we that have ated as Inſtruments in it, and 
you that have ſo chearfully ingag'd in ſuch Service, 
may be able to look back upon it with great Comfore 
and Joy, and that both at the preſent, and in the Life 


to come: Which GQD of his infinite Mercy grant, 


through 


ö 
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| 5 | reat. acl 
under Shepherds. | | 
NOW ue Him that is able to 4. exceeding «ben» Eph. wt. 
dantly cdu all that me ak or think, according to the 20, 21. 
Sar ut * ws in the 

1 » throug | es, without 

Ed. Amen. 


s nnen 


A Brief and True Account of the 
Paorxsraxt Disssurzas in Exciand. 


i compliance with your ted Re» 
a queſt, and my own Promifs, I cran( 
mit the following Account, which 
ary, (I think) depend on as faith» 
ul and impartial, _ | 
EVER ſince the firſt Reformati- 
on of this Land from = there 
has been » Number of pious Perſons of all Ranks, 
who have been defirous that the Worſhip and Gos 
yerament of the Church, might be more agreeable to 
the holy Scriptures, and the Methods of other Pro- 
teſtant Churches : And they are ſtill as deſitous of 
it 2s ever, tho' they have not hicherto been able 
to obtain it, In the Days of King Edward VI, ſeve- 
ral of the Reformers own'd in their Writings, that 
they rather what they could obtain, than fix'd 
Things as — apprehended they ſhould be; and 
they intended to go much farther in Conformity to 
$cripture, rather than deſitzu d their Settlement for 
a Continuance : But the immature Death of that 
Excellent Prince, hinder'd che farther Reformation 
intended. Dr. Peter Heylin therefore declares, That 
be could not reckon that Prince's Death, an Infelicity 
to the Church of England. | 
THE Severities of Queen Mary's Reign drove 
our Learned Men in great Numbers beyond the Seas 
into Germany, where they were kindly receiv'd and 


entertain'd, but fadly divided among themſelves. 
Some 
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Some were fond of all the Particulars. of King EA. 
word's Settlement, without allowing of any alterati-- 
ons; while others were zealous for a more plain and 
ſerious Way of Worſhip, and a Method of Diſcipline 
that had a greater Aptneſs to ſecure the Purity of the 
Church and its Members. tdi 
W HEN they return'd Home in the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, that Party that was for Dioceſad 
Prelacy, and the old Liturgy, and 3 1 
derable Alterations either in Worſhip or ern 
ment, prevail d, and were preferr'd, and had the 
Queen's Favour. The other Party petition'd, and 
hop'd, and waited, but were diſcountenanc'd and re- 
bok'd, and by Law reſtrain'd. The diſcountenanc'd 
Party were fervent Preachers, and of holy Lives; and 
ſo were the firſt Biſhops alſo of thatReign : But when 
— Pilkington, Grindal, &c. were dead, who 
ucceeded them were of another Stamp, an grew 
fond of ſecuring Uniformity by rigorous Methods. 
The ſilenc'd Diſciplinarians did by theit Writin 
ſecret Conferences, and Preaching, and their gal 
Lives, work much upon ſuch as were inclin'd to ſe» 
rious Religion: But the Biſhops and their 3 
the Power in their Hands, and ſometimes made uſe 
of it in ſuch Ways, as not a little exaſperated the 
Sufferers. So 2 
IN the Reign of King Jom, I, the Clergy fawn'd 
upon that Prince, and engaging to advance his Prero- 
gative, he in Return, made it his Buſineſs to con- 
firm and advance their Power. There was a Confe- 
rence between the two Parties appointed for Form's 
Sake, at Hampton Court, but without Effect. No Al- 
— of any —— could — r The — 
ing Cler piſcopacy, and the Lirurgy, 3. 
n — — Subſcriptions which 
they impos d on all that would be Miniſters or 
Maſters, and ſo caſt, and kept out, many worthy Men. 
Three hundred pious Miniſters were at once ſilenc'd, 
ſuſpended, and depriv'd, un. 1603: And many that 
conform'd, and took Pains to promote ſerious hee 
being uneaſy under the Ceremonies, were ſtigmati d 
25 Puritans, and many Ways Diſcourag'd and Brow- 
beaten ; while bur Jittle was done to check or dif 
countenance Impiety and Irreligion. e 
IN the Reign of King Charles I. under the Influence 
of B La, the ftri& Uſe of the Ceremonies in every 
PunRilio was preſs'd to the utmoſt height, _ new 
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Things were introduc'd, a Conformity to which was 
inſiſted on with great Vehemence. - Many were ſu- 
nded for not reading in the publick Churches a 
laration, 'allewing all Manner of Sports and 
Paſtimes on the Lord's- Day; and ſeveral were driven 
into New England, that they might there enjoy their 


Liberty, who could not at Home have Freedom to 


worſhip GOD according to their Conſciences, with« 
out being many Ways moleſted. A Deſign of a Coali- 


tion with the Gellicax Church was ſet on Foot; and the 


Prerogative was advanc'd to ſuch an Height by many 

of the Clergy, 28 not a little endanger d Liberty and 
Property: And an Oath to the Church Government 

that obtain'd, without any Alterations, was impos'd 

by the Convocation, without the Conſent of the Par- 

liament : And Things were driven to that Extremity, 

that a general Confuſion was the Conſequence, which 

at laſt ifſu'd in the Overthrow of che Hierarchy, and 

the whole Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, notwithſtanding 

that we are aſſur d by the Lord Clarendon, * That at F. of 
the Beginning of the Civil War, there were not more he Rebel- 
than Five in both Houſes of Parliament, thas were lion, Book 
Enemies to the Church of England. 1 III. 

- AT the Keftoration of King Charles II. there were 

fair Promiſes, and great Hopes of more Lenity, and an 
Accommodation: Bur it appear d at a Conference 

held at the $#vsy, by Virtue of a Royal Commiſſion, 

An. 1651, that the Spirits of the ruling Clergy were 

too much heated ; for no Abatements could be ob« 

tain d, and a moſt moving Petition for Peace- was 

made light of. A Law paſs'd in 1662, that made Con- 

formity to the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment in ſome Re- 


 fpefts heavier than before. Above Two Thouſand 


Miniſters f were ejected the publick Churches, tho f A 4ifin# 
enerally Men of good Worth, and valuable Abilities, Account of 
yy of the People adhering to them, and valu- hem may 
ing their Labours, which they had found profitable be ſeen in 
and advantageous, met privately for Worſhip, in ſe- he ad Vol. 
parate Aſſemblies; upon which, ſevere Laws were of the A- 
made both againſt Miniſters and People, to reſtrain bridg- 
and puniſh them: And they wert executed with great Mentef My. 
Rigor, (excepting that now and then a little ſhort- Baxter s 
liv'd Indulgence, | or breathing time was granted Life. 
them; and that rather by Connivance, than any 2 
Authority) till the Nation grew pretty generally 
ſible, that there was no ſmall Danger of a common 
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of wikich Lam abey ſtill ango 
were as farm — Principles 


ien Revolution was bottom 
the Proteſtant Succeſſian in the Llaftrious Houſe of 


have alfo been 
v Well have been expas'd to u grastet Hardfhip, ot bean 
dilbvertenin 


||| open'd;'x — 1 2 + Bok 


-T HIS wee ſo ie ie the Reign of King Joon IT. 


that the Clergy who: had been ſo vehament in uſing: 

Ri omote Uaiſanmity, proſe ſa d too feb 3 

— > ready t mate Abatementz, and 

aſide — — and — Tales 
t them, them . 

e ei he ee e Milliem; © | 


of 
Glorious Neiary,”) they: t þ fre 
Promiſes in — Time desbpir en , and 
Royal Conan, they ly ene prong poo r 
. 2 of; — 

promote Vo which bad Jong been hoover 
yield to no An 2h Potlizament 1. 
— to all that err anc 1p 49-4all 


Exglend, 4 the Bas 
of tha OE —— of — 2 — — 


Accoun do univerſall = according to 
— of —— Matters of Religion; the. Lata 


IN che Reign — > yok the” the Difſenters 


= which King a. 
and as zealous for 


Hanover:as any Men whatſarver, they yet were © an- 
— e incapacitated from hold- 
ing any Place of Proſi ruſt under 
ment ; the at the Gino. Time they are net only ex» 
pos d to ſuch Offices! ns) are chargeable in common 
wich. others,, but: contimud liable to bu Pecuniary 
Mulde, for not ſerving ſome Offices, Which yet, the 
Law leaves them in nao Capacity ty of ſerving. They 
Law dend the Liberty < Educa- 
ting their own Children, than which, they could not 


brought under n 8 Mark of Di+ 

ſtinchion. fr) - (09% $63. 36 

FOR: their OtijeRions the T Terms af Con- 

e 95 — by Law, 1 — refer to {gyro 
r. AH Apolog ia pro Miniftris in Ang 

: eonformiſtis, ed in 1664; And; * 

che Hierarchy. and ical Conſtitu 


/ printed long ce, call A, D 7 * cats, which 
was in ria Ac Leyden, 4 f ic 
Vi 4 of eee From a Charges that are 


brought againſt them, may be found d {indifie fra. 
trum Diſſentientium in Anglis : AuGQore Facnberp ierria, 87. 


Sond 1710: Which three Books I therefore mention 
- 4h 44 0 wv | io 


the Govern. 
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Dris8ENTERS in ENGLAND. 


to you, that 1 thay not trouMle yot'with the Ti 
of the many T and Volumes that are writen 
our don Language upon the ſime Subjets. © 


- THEIR-comnien Principles may be ST 
either with Reſpe@ to the Ci Government, or 
Reference toReſigion, wm. 
As to Civil Government; thankfally ow 
it #n Ordinence of Almighty GOD, for the G 
of Mankind; They readily aokriowledge # conſclen- 
rious to the Government they hñve und 
(be it in one Form or another} to be the Duty of 
Chriſtians: ad pay ſueh 4 Deſetence to the Mayi- 
rate, even in Eceleſiaſticzt Matters, as to be read 
to give him Sarisfaction, ther chey take no Methods 
that are deſtruckive to the Civil ' Peace. Not have they 
any Notions oppoſite to Abſolute Paſſive Obedience 
and Nohrefiſtance, but fuch as ar common ro rhe 
with the beſt Friends boch 66 che Government of 
King Mam, and the Proteſtant Suceeſſion. 
AS to Religion; They agree in making the Holy 
Scriptures the Standard bf Faith, Worthip, and Dif- 
cipline; diſdwuing any Power of Men, under an 
Pretence wharever, of fratiing of Jar 
new Articles of Faith, of new Modes of Worſhip, 
of making any Settlements as to the Governmenr 
the Church, to the Detriment of that Parity in 
ſhipping Aſſemblies and their ſeveral Members, which 
all in their teſpeſtive Stations are by the om 8 Roy 
bound to be ſtudious to promote and ſecure. Th 
GOD bis sppointed Government in his Chorch, 
they freely own : And it is n Opinion that prevail 
much among them, That no one particufar Form or 
Church Government is of Right Divine: But its bei 
manig' d by more or fewer Perſons, with more or! 


— 
* 
— — 1. 


of Superiority and Subordination, they Took upb as 


comparatively indifferent, ſo that the End, which 18 
Chriftiars Purity, be bar-ſubſerv'd. And ſuch Friends 
etre they to that Chriſtian upon which the 
Wrirings of the New Teſement hy io great a Streſi, thit 
while thoſe of the Eftablifh'd Church are generall 
for confining their Communion to ſuch as are of their 
own Way only, + Number of the Difſenters | 
from the firſt, (tho! they declar'd they foreſiw the 
Didheyis it _—_ do = their 2 * 
own'd themſelves free for Oremſ ms! Conformity wit 
Chriſtians of all Forms, who agree in the Eericjale 


Religion, in Teſtimony of their eſteemiag them Bre- 


rhren, not v ithſtanding. their Differences in le 
Marrers, * l 


* 
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IN the mean Time, there are ſome Things in 
which they differ among themſelves. For ſome of 
them are moſt deſirous of the Presbyterian Form 
of Church Goverament, as it is Legally Eſta- 
bliſh'd in North 1 * Others are rather for 
the Congregationa) Form of Government, by each 
Worſhipping Aſſembly within itſelf, having no 
other Refernce to Claſſes or Synods, than for Ad- 
vice in Caſes of Need, according to the Way which 
obtains in New ERH: Others are rather for a Su- 
K ganory); for Life, (unleſs great Irregularities 
ſhould prohibit) over all the Paſtors and Churches, 
divided into larger or ſmaller Diſtri&s, according to 
Convenience: And there are yet others, who think a 
Mixture of the Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, and Congre- 
gational Method together, might beſt anſwer the End, 
and moſt effectually ſecure Unity and Peace. And 
the Number of this latter Sort ſeems to grow. and in- 
creaſe, There are ſome alſo who have particular Sen- 
timents as to the Subjefts and. of Baptiſm. 
They are for deferring it, till People are of Age to 
receive Iaſtruction. and perſonally give their Conſent 
to the Chriſtian Covenant ; — Br Baptizing by 
Plunging, while in other Things they differ not from 
their Brethren. . . - 2 

BU T notwithſtanding theſe, and ſome other ſuch 
Differences among themſelves, they generally agree 
in the DofQrinal Articles of the Church of England, 

which they ſubſcribe) the Confeſſion of Faith, and 
arger and ſmaller Catec hiſms compil'd by the Aſſem- 
bly of Divines at Wefminfer, and 5 of the 
Britiſh Divines at the Synod of Dort, about the Quin- 
ticular Controverſies. wo 
THEIR Number is far from being inconſiderable : 


They have above an Hundred ſeveral Places of Wor- 


fhip, (larger and ſmaller) in and about the Cities of 
London and Weftwinfter, and Burrough of Southwark : 
And in other Citiesand Corporations,and trading Parts 
of the r their Number is proportionable. 
THEY are deny'd the Advantage of educating 
their Youth either at Qaford or Cambridge, by Oaths 
and Subſcriptions that are impos d: And there- 
fore beſides private Seminaries, where Philoſophi- 
cal and Theological Lectures are read, they fend 
their Children to North Britain and Holland for Acade+ 


wical Education. 


THEY ue zealous for a Learned Miniſtry, And 
therefore after ſeveral Years ſpent in preparatory _ 
17 © dies 
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ies, young Men are carefully examin'd amon 
— before they are allow'd ro enter upon Nad 
ing in publick And upon their being in time cal d 
to take the Paſtoral Charge of any Chriſtian Society, 
or after they have continu'd ſo long Candidates, as 
to have Evidence of the Acceptableneſ of their 
Gifts, and to be able with Freedom to make choice 
of the Miniſtry for the Employment of their Lives, 
they are ſolemnly ordain'd, — Faſting, and Prayer 
u- and Impoſition of Hands, after making a publick . 
eg Confeſſion of that Faith, in which they in "ge to 
, make it their Buſineſs to inſtruct others. An this 
0 Examination and Ordination, is manag'd according to 2X F 
the Rules laid down in the Dire#ory publifh'd by rhe 1 
W:fiminfter Aſſembly, about the Vear 1644, which al- | 1 
ſo gives Direction about the ſeveral Parts of publick 
Worſhip, which are generally approv'd among us. 
THEIR Miniſters meet together for Conſultation 
about Matters of common Concernment, in 1 
or ſmaller Numbers, as Occaſions require. In ſuch 
Meetings, without pretending to exerciſe Authority, 
they give their Judgment in ſuch Matters as come 
before them, or are referr'd to them : And they keep 
up a Correſpondence with their Brethren in North 
Britain, and in Ireland, and in the American Planti- 
tions, in all which Places che Number of choſe that 
are of the ſame Sentiments with them, are very con- 
ſderable. - | | 
THEIR ſtated publick Worſhip on the Lord's- 
Days (which they conſcientiouſly devote wholly to 
religious Pur ) is thus managd. The Miniſter 
in each Chriſtian Society. offers up to Almighry God 
the common Requeſts of the whole Society, in the 
apteſt and moſt ſcriptural Expreſſions he is able. He 
bliſhes the Will of GOD both as ro Truth and 
ty in two diſtin Diſcourſes each Lord's-Day, the 
one in the Forenoon, and the other in the Afternoon. 
Each Sermon is of about an Hour's Length, and begun 
and clos'd with Prayer, The Pſalm; are ſung in Meare 
by the whole Aſſembly. In ſome Congregations there 
are Evening Lectures beſides the foremention'd Fore- 
noon and Afternoon Sermons, In ſome, the Youth 
are Catechiz'd on the Afternoons of the Lord's-Days, 
in others on the Evenings, and in others on ſome 
Week Day. Some Miniſters uſe the Lord's-Prayer 
conſtantly, others frequently, others ſeldom or never; 
_ ns reckoning it rather given for a Hirectory, than to 
be ud 35 Form. Some Miniſters” beſides their — 


12 1 3 Rr — —— 
1 Gu oe nn . MARIE ” 
v , * 
— 
0 
8 _ * ** — — 


1 46 An 1 Account of the PROTESTANT 


* 3 „„ 


E K An ordinarily re, 8th be 2 Chapter, * 
eſſer N ripture, at begun, 
Morning Service, while o chars oaly — 
wb Chapters, o [8 Palm and A In theſa 
and ſome other . — 1 rer Mini s and Chriſti, 
an Societies a variouſly as. they are moſt in- 
elin d: Which Diyerſity of Fuad 2 no diffes 
rence i n Affection, among perſons of Underſtanding, 
x f E Sactamoat of of Haptiſm is adminiſtred 
them in the publick ongregation, where it is 


1 


fir” 
or Perſons can be revell d with to 17 to it; Which 


* not ſo uſually as were to be wiſh' 3 — 
* by Cuſtom much 2 2 
as well as in the Eſtabliſh'd Church. In Admin 
ſtration of this Ordinance, they give a brief Ex 
on of the Nature and Grone of it, and Re up 
ſuitable Prayer. An explicit Conſent to the Apoſtles 
Creed, or ſome other ſhort fummary of the Chriſtian 
ovenant, is requir'd either of ho Parties baptia d. 
or their Parents, if they are Infants; And then Water 
is poured in the Name of the Father, Son, 4nd Hal 
Ghoft, without any ſigning with the Croſs, or any 0 
ther Addition, ſaving a Charge to the Parties baptized 
7 an Holy Life, or to their Parents about their 
ducation, &c; and a Serious Thankſgiving to Al, 
mighty GO D, for dis rich Mercy and Grace to ſinful 
Man, through Jeſus Chriſt his Son: And they bap- 
tize them — into a Party, but into Chriſtianity, ay 
it is deliver'd in the Holy iy Sr 4 9 2 
THE other Kicrament of of is ordinaris 
ly adminiftred amongſt th = 17 — Thei 
dininiſtration of it conſiſts in Breaking of Bread, a 
pouring out the Wine, and iftriboring theſe Ele- 
ments among the Communicants, after reading the 
Account of our Bleſſed Saviour's Inſtitution of that 
Solemnity, either out of one of the Evangeliſts, or 
out of St. Paul's firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians ; and a 
8 and Devout imploring the Bleſſiag of * 
reat Maſter of the Feaſt. During the Time of Re- 
ceiving, the Miniſter uſually endeayours to ſtir up the 
Devotion of tke Communicants by ſome ſuitable 38 
ſtions ; and after Participation cloſes with ſome 
erious Admonitions tending to excite to Holineſs 
Life; and with Affectionate Thankſgivings an — 
raiſes ro GOD, * is rich This and Grace, a 
nging . a Pſalm or Hymn. bus * is —. 
355 adminiſtred in the 2 ' ut by * at N 
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Poſture in the Time of Receiving, tho” s Table ge- 
fure is moſt commonly us d, in Conformity 1 
: aro" gage to the PraQtiſe of pur Saviour aud 

a 2 Wenn 
IT is commonly preſs'd upon all beptiz d Perf 
„ ſtand to ED Covenant, to come 
rhe 


= 


ommunion publickly, to teſtify as much, ore 
they arrive at Years of Diſcretion. *Converſari 
with the Paſtor of each Chriſtian Society is expected 
before the firſt Communicating, that SatisfaQtion may 
be given that ſuch as come to partake of the Holy E 
:harift. do ynderſtand the Nature of their Bapriſma 
Obligation, and are willing to ſtand to ir, and we 
alſa fufficien 6 with the Nature and Des 
ſign of the Lord's up r, The Names of fuch as des 
Fire to join in ſtated Communion with any Chriſtian 
Society. are ordinarily firft 'd amongſt them; 
ſometime before their Admiſſion, that fo if any Thing 
unſuitable to a Chriſtian Profeſfion be known in the 
Life or Conterfation of ſuch as offer themſelves, no- 
tice may be given, that they may be kept from the 
Communion, tifl they have given Satisfaction as to , 
their Regularicy and Sobriety. And if any that ars 
Communicants fall into any ſcandalous PraQtices,which 
are well atteſted, they are in a Brotherly manner Ad- 
monifh'd, and ſuſpended from Communion, till fuck 
Time as they are Reformed, when they are readily. 
again receive. ede 
CoLLECTfONS are made for the Poor, at the 
Cloſe of every Communion, and often at other Times 
blick Worſhip ;- and what is collected, is di- 
ſtributed among ſach as are in Wat, by ſome that 
are deputed for that Purpoſe. ':; / * 
THEIR Minifters are ſupported 15 the volun- 
tary Contributions of their People, and fo are main- 
tzin'd more liberally,” or more ſparingly, according to 
the Ability and Affection of their reſpective Flocks. 
They viſe their People in Time of Sickneſs of 
Diſtreſs, without expecting Gratuiries for their Pains. 
They pray with, them, exhort, and admoniſh them, 
iccording to their Circumſtances, when they are un- 
det AfiiQjon, or obſerve their End approaches. T 
endeavour at ſuch Times to deal wich them very 
cloſely and faithfully, that they may aſſiſt chem in 
building their 3 right ſcriptural Founda- 
tions; but are fearful of encouraging People to look 
upon the Euchariſt as 2 Viariaum, or certain Paſi-port 
to Heaven, by adminiſtring it to the Sick, in rticuls 
wortii, THE | 
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THE Body of the Diſſenters look upon themſelves 
to have as clear and full a Right to chooſe their own 
Paſtors to take Care of their Souls,as their Phyſicians to 
take care of their Bodies, or their Lawyers to mind 
their Eſtates: And therefore they chooſe. their own 
Miniſters within ſuch a as that they can at- 
tend upon their Labours with Convenience, without 
inſiſting upon any Limitation not to attend upon o- 
thess 25. there may be Occaſion, or as may be found 
to be advantageous. , 
© WHEN Miniſters prove ſcandalous, their People 
Jook upon themſelves as at Liberty to deſert them; 
and the neighbouring Miniſters taking Cognizance 
of ſuch Matters, are ready to admoniſh them ſo to 
do, and to encourage them in it if there be no Re. 
formation, or if the Scandals were of ſuch a Nature, 
as not to be repair'd without a remaining Blemiſh to 
the ſacred 7 
DAYS of Faſting and Prayer, and alſo of Thankſ- 
iving, are readily obſerv'd amongſt them, upon tho 
Call of Authority, cr upon any particular Emergen- 
cies, at their own voluntary Motion, when they ap- 
prehend any religious Purpoſes may be thereby ſerv'd. 
'THEY joyfully own the Miniſtry of all the Prote- 
fant Churches, of whatever Denomination, and look 
upon their Members as their Brethren. They embrace 
not only Lutherans and Calvinifls, but all others that 
hold rhe Eſſentials of Chriſtianity with a Brotherly Af- 
feftion. They are ready to hold Communion with them 
28 Opportunity fhall offer, in Token of their Bro- 
therly Love. And they earneſtly long and pray for the 
| Time, when Hears upon the Account of leſſer Mat- 
rers being laid aſide, it may be + ;jn there will be a 
ſtricter Union, and a ſtronger Affection among all that 
love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, and are de- 
ſirous of the Common Salvation. 1588 
BESIDES thoſe above-mention'd, there is a Party 
of Diſſenters who are call'd Quakers. who are a con- 
ſidetable, numerous, well-compaRted Body of People, 
who very much confine their Dealings to thoſe of their 
own Sortmeat, and have their ſtated yearly Meeting: 
from all Parts: Bur I am not ſo welk-acquainted with 
them, as to be able to give a juſt Account of rheir 
Principles or Fraftiſes. If there be any Thing elſe in 
| _o which I am capable of ſerving you, you may freely 
, command, 1 
e S8 IR, Tour Afictimate Brother and humble Servant; 
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